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From the President  

Alfred I. du Pont de Nemours 
 
      Alfred was a production genius who loved his men and was 

loved by them. He ran the DuPont powder business very well.  

He also had a habit of speaking his mind bluntly when more 

discretion would have been wiser. Over time his great loss of 

hearing prevented him from engaging in normal give and take. 

     Alfred’s first marriage to Bessie in 1887 hurt his family ties. 

Bessie was a prim New 

Englander, not well re-

ceived by Alfred’s gregari-

ous family, but she worked 

her way into their good 

graces, isolating her hus-

band. Alfred divorced her 

in December 1906 and mar-

ried Alicia, a distant cousin, 

in 1907. Alicia was the 

daughter of a Judge Bradford who spread the story that Alfred 

had been her lover and caused her divorce (arguably false since 

Alicia had laughed at Alfred when he first proposed), but the 

family believed the judge and blamed Alfred. 

    In 1909-10 Alfred built Nemours as an extravagantly beauti-

ful gift to Alicia and as their home. Now open to the public, it 

is a magnificent classical French chateau of modified Louis 

XVI style with large windows and large rooms, furnished with 

fine antiques, rare rugs, tapestries and paintings dating to the 

15th century (see www.nemoursmansion.org). Outside, the es-

tate has a nine foot wall topped with broken glass, reportedly to 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Cartmel Courier 
 

The Courier is published monthly (except during July and 

August) by the residents of Cartmel, Kennett Square, PA 

19348 and reflects their opinions and views.  

 

Managing Editor - Wynne Wharry 

Reporters - Hedy Knoth, Mimi Kroon, Crawford 

MacKeand, Peggy Newton, Joyce Parrett, Suzanne Van 

Vechten, Trudy Warren 

Columnists - Cathy Elder, Joan and Fritz Hinz, June Lun-

ney, Connie Schappell  

Layout/Design  - Ruth Joyce,  Hedy Knoth, Wynne Wharry 

Copy Editors - Peggy Newton, Ruth Joyce, Ben and Su-

zanne VanVechten, Carolyn Johnston, Dick Betts 

Staff Photographers - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Suzanne 

Van Vechten,  Dianne Vaughan 

Staff Artists - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Charles Strahan, 

Janet Waddell, Carolyn Johnston 

Production/Distribution  -  Esther Cidis,  Marjie and Bob 

Dewey, Janet and Jim Waddell, Nancy Wells 

Deadline for all  copy:  25th of the preceding 

month. 

keep out anyone unwanted, “namely those of the 

last name of du Pont.” In 1911, Pierre and Cole-

man decided that Executive Committee members 

should give up operational responsibilities, forcing 

Alfred out of production. He made some bad in-

vestments and in 1920 Alicia died, a very sad 

time. 

     Alfred had been corresponding with Jessie Ball 

since their meeting in 1898 and now courted and 

married her in 1921. It was a happy and successful 

marriage. They headed to Florida in 1926 where 

he ultimately made another fortune in banking, 

rail, land and lumber. When he died in 1935, Jes-

sie Ball du Pont and her brother successfully man-

aged the testamentary trust and its charitable bene-

ficiary, the Nemours Foundation, which runs chil-

dren’s medical facilities in Delaware and Florida, 

including the renowned Alfred I. DuPont Institute. 

 

Art Joyce 

(Continued from page 1) 

Property Committee 
 

     I recently gave the members of the property 

committee a homework assignment.  That was to 

spend 30 minutes walking or riding around our 

community looking for things that need improve-

ment. 

     The property committee would now like input 

from our entire community.  Please send your ide-

as to the committee chair.  Provide enough detail 

to explain the problem as well as your name and 

contact info. 

     All suggestions will be compiled on a list, pri-

oritized and used to guide committee input on the 

KCC budgets for major maintenance and capital 

improvements.   

Sid Brookes 

 

Landscape Committee 
 
A  few highlights from our February meeting: 

 
Casey Groff reported that considerable pruning 

has been done earlier this winter, mostly at the 

front of the community and mostly to remove dead 

wood. Some overgrown shrubs and trees were re-

duced in size as well.  Demands of storm cleanup 

will likely prohibit further pruning. 
 

The nandina at the Lonsdale stop sign will be treat-

ed in hopes of encouraging it to produce berries. 
 

This spring, a number of dying and diseased ma-

ples on the east side of the entrance are scheduled 

for removal. 
 

Work is progressing on updating the Lawn and 

Garden Guidelines for the residents’ manual. Stay 

tuned for further information next month. 

 
Trudy Warren 

Social Committee 
 

     Hosts are needed for the No Frills on April 11 

and April 25.  Please contact Beverly Brookes  

or Betsy Young to volunteer. See the Cartmel 

Coming Events on p. 7 for the March No Frills. 
 

Dianne Vaughan 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dated Feb 7, 2014 

       

     Some thoughts on yesterday:  Thinking back 

about a conversation with a British friend several 

years ago I felt we all had a similar experience 

yesterday.  She told me how exciting it was dur-

ing an air raid when they had to go underground.  

She said they had wonderful times there while 

down in the underground...they all looked 

forward to the raids.  We certainly aren't looking 

forward to more outages but what fun we had 

gathering at Crosslands while at home things 

were not very good. 

     Lunch and dinner at Crosslands with all the 

Cartmel residents was fun...amazing how many 

showed up....and we didn't seem to want to leave!  

Friends helping friends...it was wonderful. 
 

Dianne Vaughan 

Power outage  scenes:  

Hedy Knoth, who chose 

not to go home to a cold  

dark house, bedding down 

in Audland; Cartmelians  

happily dining in Cross-

lands; ice storm  damage 

 
Photos by Wynne Wharry 

and an Audland  nurse 

 

Think Spring! 
A Few Horticultural Hints 

 
     If ever there was a winter that made even the 

most basic gardeners among us dream of the glori-

ous flowers of summer, it has to be this one!  Even 

as we wonder (at this writing) if we’ll ever see 

grass again, there are numbers of new varieties of 

plant life ready to pique one’s interest. Here are a 

few that might inspire getting those garden tools 

sharp and shiny for the season. 

     A 2014 All America Selection National Winner 

is an impatiens, New Guinea FlorificTM, Sweet Or-

ange. Recommended for garden beds, containers, 

and mass planting, this award winner will provide 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Happy Birthday 
Crawford MacKeand  March 10 

Peggy Newton   March 18 

Nancy Camp   March 23 

Jack McClelland           March 24 

Mimi Kroon    March 27 

George Franz   March 31 

Janet Waddell   March 31 

Mahjong player(s) urgently needed! I was given 

a beautiful set for Christmas. My grand-daughter 

and I are looking for someone to play Mahjong 

with us and perhaps instruct us.   
 

Johanne Strahan 

reliable bright color in partial to full shade all sea-

son, and, best of all, does not succumb to Impati-

ens Downy Mildew. 

     Another outstanding selection is a mandevilla, 

the latest addition to the Sun Parasol Group, Sun 

Parasol Red Emperor, a premium plant with the 

highest number of large red flowers blooming 

through summer to frost. It’s a climber, so will 

need support, but does not require deadheading 

and is disease resistant. 

     A recent article in The Philadelphia Inquirer 

featured some favorite plants of area gardeners, 

landscape designers and horticulturists. A non-

vining, shrub-type clematis, Mrs. Robert Brydon, 

sounds intriguing. Described as indestructible, 

with small light-blue bell flowers that will bloom 

for at least a month, it apparently defies all the 

rules of pruning. The novice or experienced gar-

dener can just cut as much or little as desired,  

leaving some woody stems that will resprout in 

the spring. 

     For fern lovers, a recommendation from the 

assistant director of horticulture at Winterthur is 

Dryopteris erythrosora, or autumn fern. In the 

spring, fronds unfurl in colors of orange, red, cop-

per and pink. Planted en masse, they provide a 

fantastic ground cover. 

     No matter what kind of shrubs and flowers 

bloom on the Cartmel campus, they are sure to 

look more beautiful than ever after this winter 

season. 

Trudy Warren 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

Cartmel Book Group 
 
    The Cartmel book group meets at the Mott 

Center in Crosslands at 3 p.m. on the first 

Wednesday of each month.  All are welcome to 

attend, provided you’ve read the book.  Here are 

our selections for the next two months: 
 

Wednesday April 2 

The Book of Ages: The Life and Opinions of  

Jane Franklin by Jill Lepore   
  

 From one of our most accomplished and wide-

ly admired historians, a revelatory portrait of 

Benjamin Franklin’s youngest sister and a history 

of history itself. Like her brother, Jane Franklin 

was a passionate reader, a gifted writer, and an 

astonishingly shrewd political commentator. Un-

like him, she was a mother of twelve. 
 

Wednesday May 7 

The Reason I Jump  by Noaki Higashida 
 

 Written by a very smart, self-aware, and 

charming thirteen-year-old boy with autism and 

translated by David Mitchell, this is a one-of-a-

kind memoir that demonstrates how an autistic 

mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds in 

ways few of us can imagine. “The Reason I 

Jump is a Rosetta stone. . . it will stretch your 

vision of what it is to be human.” Andrew Solo-

mon The Times  
 

                        Cathy Elder 
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Meadow and Woods 
Invasives  Continued 

 

     Let’s finish the invasive weed story. Basically 

the “natural” environment has to be managed, 

particularly when there has been so much disturb-

ance to the ecosystem. Invasives flourish in such 

situations and tend to choke out indigenous vege-

tation. As a result the habitat for indigenous vege-

tation and wildlife is reduced or destroyed com-

pletely so control or management of invasive 

weeds becomes critical. 

 Ideally, invasive weeds should be removed as 

soon as possible before they have a chance to 

seed and spread. Physical removal by digging or 

pulling out in the case of annuals is the ideal but 

not always practical. Chopping down by hand or 

machine can sometimes be effective but many 

species can grow more shoots so this approach 

must be accompanied by either further cutting or 

treatment of the base of the bush/tree and shoots 

with a selective herbicide. 

 There is often reluctance to consider the use 

of herbicides but the current armory of products 

have been exhaustively tested to ensure their safe-

ty in the environment – to water, wildlife and de-

sirable plant species.  For example there is a very 

widely used product for control of Canadian This-

tle which kills the plant before flowering without 

damaging the surrounding grasses and vegetation 

(widely used in pastures and field crops). Herbi-

cides are a valuable tool in the tool box but not the 

only one for managing invasives. 

 There has long been interest in biological prod-

ucts that are based on either bacteria or predacious 

insects or other natural organisms. The weevil that 

was introduced ten years ago to control mile-a-

minute was intensively studied before release to 

make absolutely sure it would not spread to related 

or other species. Control is not dramatic but weed 

populations will gradually be reduced as the wee-

vils proliferate.  It would be nice to have natural 

means of control for all invasives but they origi-

nate in areas where their natural enemies do not 

exist.   

 We have to learn how to manage invasives so 

that our “natural or native” trees, plants and wild-

life are maintained. Vigilance and constant effort 

are required. Ideally areas cleared of invasives 

should be planted with suitable native species. The 

Meadows and Woods team will always be needed. 
 

Duncan Allison 

 

Caring Committee 
 

     Not only have we had lots of snow for Febru-

ary but we have also had lots of recovery and re-

cuperation for our residents… broken hip, bleed-

ing ulcer, severe bronchitis and now a broken 

wrist.  Hopefully March will be better.  

     Our cooking committee, with so many super 

volunteers, has been busy supplying food when 

needed.  Kudos to Kammy Franz for doing such 

a great job. 

     We are very fortunate to have a wonderful 

group of volunteers.  Next month I will list them 

along with their “jobs.” 

 

Beverly Brookes 

          Sculpture Exhibit                    
 

     Several works by Cart-

mel artists Mimi Kroon, 

Dianne Vaughan  and for-

mer resident Julia Kennedy 

are being exhibited in the 

Chester County Art Associ-

ation’s Gallery in the Exton 

Mall. The exhibit will be on 

view until March 29.  The 

gallery is located on the first 

floor between Boscov’s and 

H&M.  Ask Mimi or Dianne 

about opening hours.   H. K. 

 
Nude by Dianne Vaughan 

Photo by Mimi Kroon 
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Boatbuilding and a Trip to the Azores 
Part 1 

 

     I grew up in southeastern New England.  My 

father’s parents were from the Azores, Portu-

guese islands in the Atlantic west of Lisbon.  

From an early age, my interests centered around 

boats and whaling. 

 New England whalers discovered that the 

Azores were on the migration route of the sperm 

whales, the most valuable whale because of the 

quality of its oil for lubrication and high-quality 

candles.  The Azores became sources of food, 

water and crew for visiting whaling ships.  Many 

Azoreans who signed on as crew eventually set-

tled in the New Bedford area.   The New Bed-

ford Whaling Museum decided that a major 

feature of an exhibit documenting the link be-

tween the Azores and New Bedford would be a 

half-size Azorean whaleboat to go with their half

-size whaling ship Lagoda. 

 The Azorean whaleboat is a descendant of 

the American 

whaleboat.  

American 

whaleboats had 

a six-man crew 

and their length 

was limited to 

less than 30 feet 

because several 

had to fit on 

relatively short 

whaling ships.  

The Azoreans hunted whales directly from their 

islands, so they were able to use longer and thus 

faster boats.  Azorean boats had a seven-man 

crew.  Since whaling is no longer allowed in the 

Azores, the boats are now used only for fiercely-

contested inter-island rowing and sailing compe-

tition.   

 NBWM brought over Joao Tavares, a mas-

ter boatbuilder from the Azores, to lead the pro-

ject.  Joao is one of the very few surviving build-

ers of Azorean whaleboats.  True to traditional 

boatbuild-

ing meth-

ods, Joao 

built a half-

model of 

the project 

boat.  Using 

very few 

measuring 

instruments 

he laid out 

the building 

frame and built the boat.  He used very few tools 

including some that were home-made.  Five men 

from the New Bedford area and I volunteered to 

help Joao build the boat.  My primary role evolved 

into making all of the “accessories” for the boat 

including the mast, boom, seven oars, six paddles, 

the rudder, tiller and loggerhead.  In addition I 

helped with fastening the planks and other wooden 

pieces of the boat in place. 

 With my name and 

background, I was wel-

comed into the New Bed-

ford Azorean community.  

Much of New Bedford op-

erates on a daily basis in 

Portuguese.  That proved 

difficult for me since my 

father did not speak Portu-

guese in our house as I 

was growing up.  Fortu-

nately, most of the people 

with whom I interacted 

(with the notable exception of Joao) also spoke 

English.  (To be continued) 
 

Pete Silvia 

Azorean Whaleboat at the New 

Bedford Whaling Museum 

Pete Silvia and Boatbuilding Crew 

Pete Silvia at Work 

Editor’s Note:  Cartmelian Pete Silvia has de-

grees in Naval Architecture and Marine Engi-

neering.  He has worked in boat design for the 

Navy, Coast Guard, and at the Naval Ship R & D 

Center exploring potential value of emerging 

ship technology.  He is also a consummate wood-

worker and talented musician.  W. W. 
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Cartmel Coming Events 
 

Sat Mar 1 Singles Breakfast 

Tues Mar  4 Party Bridge - Host N. Camp 

Wed Mar  5 Cartmel Book group 

Tues Mar  11 Party Bridge - Host E. Cluff 

Fri Mar  14 No Frills - Hosts MacKeands 

Mon Mar  17  St. Patrick’s Day 

Tues Mar  18  Party Bridge - Host D. Schreyer 

Wed Mar  19 Duplicate Bridge - Host J. Bell 

Mon Mar  24 KCC Budget/CRA Meeting 

Tues Mar  25 Party Bridge - Hosts Gebhards 

Fri Mar  28 No Frills - Hosts Brooks 

Tues Apr 1 Party Bridge - Host P. Ballew 

Wed Apr 2 Cartmel Book Group 

Sat Apr 5 Singles Breakfast 

Tues Apr 8 Party Bridge - Host C. Johnston 

 
Regularly Scheduled Activities 

 

No Frills Get Togethers - Usually second and 

fourth Fridays at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

Daytime Party Bridge - Every Tuesday at 1:30 

p.m. in the William Penn Lounge.  Advance res-

ervations required.  Contact - Dottie Sarr. 

Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every third 

Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. except during June, July 

and August.  Advance reservations required.  

Contact -  Bev or Sid Brookes. 

The Cartmel Book Group meets every first 

Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. in the Lucretia Mott 

Center at Crosslands.  No reservations required.  

Contact - Cathy Elder. 

Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first 

Saturday at 8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just 

come. 

 

 

In-home Help 
 

 We residents at Cartmel frequently face diffi-

cult choices, one being whether we should  stay or 

should go…across the street. There is a great re-

luctance to leave our friends and neighbors, and 

some in-home help may be needed either tempo-

rarily or on an ongoing basis. The Courier is hop-

ing to help by providing information on various 

organizations that can supply that assistance.  

 One organization is Griswold Home Care.  

This company has been in business for 40 years 

and has franchises throughout the U.S. They pro-

vide a wide range of non-medical services that 

include personal care, light housekeeping chores, 

and companionship.  

 Personal care can include help bathing, dress-

ing, grooming, nutrition and medication reminders 

as well as other needs. Homemaking may be per-

sonal laundry, plant care, meal planning and prep-

aration. Companionship might include shopping 

and errands, home projects, reminders, corre-

spondence and memoir writing depending on 

need. Griswold matches caretakers with clients 

and will provide replacements if the combination 

does not suit.  

    Caregivers are independent contractors who 

have been vetted for their experience and compe-

tence in services that they will be providing. Gris-

wold uses a 15-step proprietary screening process 

that is used by all of their franchisees and ensures 

only the most professional, experienced, and car-

ing caregivers The Griswold Golden Rule is: we 

only refer caregivers we would trust in our home.  

In addition caregivers must have at least two years 

prior experience, an appropriate background, a 

comfortable personality, and competency in their 

field.  Each caregiver is bonded and the franchisee 

is insured.  

    One of Griswold’s founding principles was to 

keep the cost of in-home care simple and afforda-

ble for middle-income people. The hourly rate, 4 

hours minimum, is $16.50.  Many other arrange-

ments can be made. Several Cartmel residents 

utilize Griswold and would be happy to talk to 

you about it. Griswold Chester County office can 

be reached at 610-458-7100. To get enrolled in the 

Griswold system you first have to schedule a free 

home visit. 
 

Mimi Kroon 
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West Chester University  
President’s Speaker Series: An Evening with Cokie Roberts   Asplundh Hall, 700 S. High St.  

 Fri Mar 7 8:00 p.m. Tickets: $15-25  available at tickets.wcupa.edu, 610-436-2266  

 

Travel Adventure Film Series: All films shown at Sykes Theatre in Student Union.  Free parking available in  

    lot behind Student Union off North St. Tickets available at door: $10.00    
 

 Mar 10/11 7:00 p.m. Photographer Rick Ray’s Lost Worlds of the Middle East 

 Mar 24/25 7:00 p.m. Madagascar: Land of Unique Wildlife, People & Plants 
 

Longwood Gardens   

Organ Concerts:  Free Performances 

 Sun Mar 9 1:00 p.m. Brian Jones, Emeritus Director of Music, Trinity Church, Boston 

 Sun Mar 23 1:00 p.m. Andrew Senn, Director of Music, First Presbyterian, Philadelphia 

 Sun Apr 27 3:00 p.m. Organ lecture & demo with Peter Conte, Longwood’s principal organist 

 

Summer Performance Series: Tickets for members go on sale Mar. 10 at ticketphiladelphia.org  

    or 215-893-1999.  Summer performances will include: 

 Sat June 7 2-9:00 p.m. Wine & Jazz Festival featuring Dee Dee Bridgewater, Delfeayo Marsalis  

    Quartet   (member tickets: $38.00) 

 Tues July 1 7:30 p.m. Rufus Wainwright (member tickets:$32-52.00) 

 Thurs  July 10  7:30 p.m. Patti Lupone  (member tickets: $40-70.00) 

 Tues July 29    7:30 p.m. Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis 

 

Theatre N  Located on 2d floor of Nemours Bldg, 11th & Tatnall St., Wilmington.  $3.00 parking  at either Com-

 munity Services garage (11th & Orange) or DuPont Car Park (Orange at 11th)   Delaware’s only theatre of

 fering independent/foreign films and documentaries.  Film listing available at http://www.theatren.org/films.  

 Tickets generally $6.00 for seniors.  

 

Kennett Symphony & Children’s Chorus  Asplundh Hall, 700 S. High St., West Chester Univ. 

       Tickets & directions available at http://www.kennettsymphony.org/   Tickets cost $5.00.  

 

  Sun  Mar 9      2:00 p.m. American Patchwork.  Music by Sousa, Anderson, Copland, MacDowell &  

    Ginestera, with Dr. Robert Spence, guest conductor and Dr. Justin Badgerow, 

piano.  

 

Brandywine Hills Point-to-Point    72nd running of the oldest race run in the Delaware Valley.   

    Sponsored by Radnor Hunt at Myrick Center off Rte 842, 3 miles east of Unionville.   

    Admission by the carload: $20.00.   

 Sun  Apr 6 Gates open at 11:00 a.m.    First race at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Cathy Elder 


