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Cartmel Courier 

 
The Courier is published monthly (except during July, August 
and December) by the residents of Cartmel, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348 and reflects their opinions and views.  

 

Managing Editor - Wynne Wharry 
Reporters - Hedy Knoth, Mimi Kroon, Crawford MacKeand, 
Peggy Newton, Joyce Parrett, Suzanne Van Vechten, Trudy 
Warren 
Columnists - Cathy Elder, Joan and Fritz Hinz, June Lunney, 
Connie Schappell  
Layout/Design  - Ruth Joyce,  Hedy Knoth, Wynne Wharry 
Copy Editors - Dick Betts, Carolyn Johnston, Ruth Joyce, Peg-
gy Newton, Renée Overholser, Ben and Suzanne Van Vechten 
Staff Photographers - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Sandy 
Neufeld, Suzanne Van Vechten,  Dianne Vaughan, Wynne 
Wharry 
Staff Artists - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Charles Strahan, 
Janet Waddell, Carolyn Johnston 
Production/Distribution  -  Marjie and Bob Dewey, Esther 
Cidis,  Janet and Jim Waddell 
 
Deadline for all  copy:  25th of the preceding month. 

Happy Birthday! 
 
 Fritz Hinz April 09 
 Louise Loening April 10 
 Joan Hinz April 11 
 Sam Wharry April 16 
 Jean McClelland April 17 
 Pete Kroon April 27 
 Bob Dewey April 28 
 Bill Hauser April 28 
 Mary Breneman May 12 

To access the Courier online go to:  
www.crosslandsres.org then Publications, then 

Cartmel Courier, then pick year and issue. 

Caring Committee 
 

     Ed Cluff moves to 122 Crosslands at the end of 
March. We will miss Ed and his lovely dog Ginger. 
I am sure that he will welcome visits from Cartme-
lians.  
     We will be welcoming new resident Sandra 
“Sandy” Slaymaker at the end of March. She will 
be residing in Nancy Camp’s former home.  Sandy 
has a number of friends already residing in Cartmel. 
We look forward to meeting her. 
     I received notice that James “Jim” and Susan 
“Sue” Swasey have a move-in date of April 20. 
They are moving from Burrows Run Road, Chadds 
Ford, into Nancy Well’s former place. 
    Charmaine and Spencer Gates will be moving 
into their home on Lonsdale at the end of June. 
I know that you will extend a warm welcome to all 
the new residents. 
     Andre and Lydia Kaim are experiencing health 
issues and will have home aides coming in to help 
on a periodic basis.  At this point no decision has 
been made about their moving to Long Island to be 
near their daughter. 
 

Beverly Brookes 

Garage Door Painting 
 

     Your garage door is a storyteller 
just waiting to be painted and shared 
with all the Cartmel residents! A 
childhood treasure read and remem-
bered, a nursery rhyme recited for  
others or personal 
pleasure, or a favor-

ite storybook character are all 
waiting for you to illustrate!  
     Paint the week of June 1st for 
the grand judging on June 5th. 
Water-based paints and brushes 
are available from #28's garage. 
Kindly save small plastic recyclables as small paint 
containers. 

     Everyone is invited to the awards ceremony at 
Joyce Parrett's on June 5 at 3:30 p.m.. 
     Let's all support this fun-laden activity! Honor 
Louise Loening again this year! Let the kid in you 
surface! 

Joyce Parrett 

(Continued  in next column) 
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We are blessed to live in a region populated with numerous beautiful gardens.  Spring is really a wonderful 
time to visit area gardens beyond our local favorites Longwood Gardens, Mt. Cuba, Winterthur, Nemours and 
Hagley among others.  Here are a few suggestions: 

  
 

Chanticleer    786 Church Rd., Wayne, PA  (610) 687-4163  
 40 minutes by car and open Wed to Sun   10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
 $10 admission.  Information at:  
               http://www.chanticleergarden.org 

Built on the grounds of the former Rosengarten estate on Philadelphia’s his-
toric Main Line, Chanticleer is a 35 acre garden open seasonally from Apr 1 
to Nov 1.  The structure of the estate has been thoughtfully incorporated into 
the garden's overall design, with small gardens created in the footprint of the 
old tennis court and on the foundation of one of the family homes along with 
more traditional landscapes woven around streams and an orchard. 
 
The gardens permit picnicking on Friday nights after Labor Day.  

 

Ladew Topiary Gardens  
 3535 Jarrettsville Pike, Monkton, MD  (410) 557-9466  
 1 hour by car.  Open daily after Apr 1   10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
 House, gardens and nature walk:  $15 for seniors. 

http://www.ladewgardens.com 
 
The Ladew Topiary Gardens have been named “the most out-
standing topiary garden in America” by the Garden Club of 
America. Visit the home of Harvey Ladew, creator of the gar-
den, and tour the 75 acres of gardens featuring European-
inspired garden “rooms” with over 150 living sculptures.   

Ladew also features concerts and has recently opened a But-
terfly House.  

Welkinweir    1368 Prizer Rd,  Pughtown, PA  

 (610) 469-7543  50 minutes by car.  Open Mon to  
 Fri from 9 a.m.  Closing times vary.  Call for details.   
 Donation requested.  
 

Welkinweir is a 197 acre oasis of natural beauty featuring 
a 55 acre arboretum and historic estate house, as well as 
ecologically diverse wetland, meadow, and woodland 
habitats.  Welkinweir is the home of Green Valleys Asso-
ciation, a not-for-profit organization with a mission to 
protect and preserve the water resources of Northern 
Chester County through advocacy and education. 
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Local Goings-on 
 
The 73rd running of the Brandywine Hills Point to Point takes place on April 4 at the Myrick Conservation 
Center, 3 miles north of Unionville on Rte 842.  Gates open at 10 a.m. and the first race goes off at 11:30 a.m.  
Cost is $20 per carload.  Tickets available online at:                    brandywinewatershed.org 
 

 
 

The West Chester Film Festival will run from April 24 to 26 at the Farmers & Mechanics Building down-
town.  Details of films and times will be available at:  

westchesterfilmfestival.org 
 
Mt. Cuba’s annual Wildflower Celebration takes place on April 26 between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.   
 

Research and Layout for Arts Alive by Cathy Elder  

Opening April 25 at the Brandywine River Museum, a new exhib-
it, Horace Pippin: The Way I See It, will feature the work of this 
self-taught African American painter.  Based in West Chester, Pip-
pin was championed by N.C. Wyeth as well as Albert Barnes and 
is now collected by major museums.  His work depicts African 
American life and features the injustice of slavery and American 
segregation. 

Landscape Committee 
Pruning Workshop 

 
     On March 16 Casey Groff, KCC horticulturist, 

conducted an informa-
tive pruning workshop.  
For the twelve of us who 
attended, the tempera-
ture wasn’t below freez-
ing and there wasn’t 
snow in the air.   
     Casey demonstrated 
by pruning a variety of 
shrubs around the unoc-
cupied house at #9.  
Points he stressed were: 
 Prune to promote 

plant health, for example, to remove dead 
branches or ones that rub together. 

 Prune to maintain plants, encouraging flower 
development.  Know whether or not the flowers 
form on last year’s plant growth or this year’s. 

 Prune to improve plant appearance.  A natural 
form is best:  avoid shearing into tight, geometric 
forms (unless you’re a topiary enthusiast). 

 Prune to control plant size and shape.  Thin out 
branches to give light and air, if needed. 

     The late dormant season is best for most pruning 
- late winter, just before spring growth.  Use the 
right tools, and keep them clean and sharp.  Pete Sil-
via said that he would sharpen ones for us at the 
Crosslands woodshop for a minimal charge. 
    For more detailed information, Casey recom-
mended an excellent book, Pruning, by Lee Reich.  
It’s available at the Longwood Gardens gift shop for 
$20, but I found used copies for about $4 online at 
Amazon.com.  

 
Suzanne 

Van Vechten 
 

Hawk Mountain Day Trip 
Thursday May 21 

Organized by Ferd Thun 
Reservations required because of car pooling 

Email or call Suzanne Van Vechten 

Photo by Sandy Neufeld 

Photos by 
Suzanne 

Van Vechten 
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Mushrooms Stuffed with 

Ham 
 
      Having observed many of you 
enjoying stuffed mushrooms at our 
gatherings, I decided to share one of 

my favorite recipes with you.  It is important to store 
mushrooms properly as soon as you bring them home. 
Unless using the mushrooms immediately, store them 
loose and uncleaned in a partially open plastic bag, al-
lowing air to circulate. If your recipe does not call for 
cooking the mushrooms, clean them with a dry tooth-
brush. Since washing causes discoloration, it is only sug-
gested when you are cooking the mushrooms.  In that 
case, wash and dry right before proceeding with the prep-
aration.  Since mushrooms have a high water content, 
they should not be stored more than four days in the re-
frigerator.  
     For a first course, a starter, large mushrooms can be 
used.  If wanted as an appetizer, a smaller mushroom is 
more appropriate. The size you use will determine the 
number of servings. 
     You may not want as many mushrooms as this recipe 
creates. I suggest you prepare the entire filling recipe, use 
what you want and freeze the leftover filling for another 
time. It freezes very successfully. When preparing the 
caps, there will be stems left over which can be sautéed 
for use in soups, sauces or vegetable dishes.  
 
1 pound mushrooms, cleaned and stems removed   
8 T  butter 
3 scallions, chopped 
1 clove garlic, chopped 
¼ cup dry white wine or sherry 
2-3 slices ham, chopped 
¾ cup soft bread crumbs, chopped 
¼ tsp marjoram 
2 T parsley, chopped 
salt and pepper to taste 
 
     Preheat oven to 375º.  Wash and dry the mushrooms, 
remove and save the stems. In a saucepan melt 5 T butter 
and sauté the caps until golden.  Remove the caps, add 
the remaining 3T butter and sauté the scallions and garlic 
until golden.  Add the wine, ham, bread crumbs, marjo-
ram and parsley, and season with salt and pepper.  When 
thoroughly combined, stuff into the mushrooms caps. 
Bake for 10+ minutes until hot.  Enjoy! 
 

Connie Schappell 
 

Editors Note:  Perfect for using up that leftover ham. 

 
Meadow and Woods 

 
     We can understand much about current land use if we 
look back to our history. The Lenni Lenape natives did 
clear a few areas to plant their three sister crops – corn, 
beans and squash. Land ownership was communal and 
their settlements were scattered with no centralized con-
trol. This area was part of a 50,000 acre grant from Wil-
liam Penn in 1701 to European settlers and gradually 
farms were developed and some trees cleared for fields. 
     This land was owned by the Webb family throughout 
much of the 19th century and their farmhouse can be seen 
in the Meadow at Longwood Gardens to the west of us. 
We know that Stephen A. Webb was “of a very robust 
constitution and actively involved in the affairs of his 
farm.” 
     Parkersville was situated on the Philadelphia Post 
Road which in the early days was one of the most heavily 
traveled roads in the state. Parkersville  contained a 
blacksmith shop, saddler and a small bank. In 1887 the 
only regional telegraph was located in Parkersville, so the 
village witnessed all the long distance business of the 
area. A package store opened in 1890 to serve thirsty 
travelers but it was closed down within two weeks and its 
owner put in jail!  State liquor stores even in those days! 
     Our area was a small farm probably growing some  
corn and hay with some fruit trees and vegetables, live-
stock and poultry. In the early days everyone grew apple 
trees to produce cider as being safer than water to drink. 
     Old Stone was a small farmhouse which was remod-
eled and enlarged in 1941 and 1980.  We know there was 
an old barn as its foundation was found between 43 and 
44 Windermere. Some of our woods are regrowth from 
the many tulip poplars that grew in old fields when the 
farming enterprise no longer existed. 
     Our trails often follow deer trails but we forget that 
deer populations declined to seriously low levels, around 
350,000 to 500,000 in the nation by 1900 due to exces-
sive hunting. Currently the national population of white-
tail deer has risen to an historic level of around 30 mil-
lion. As we know, efforts are now being taken to reduce 
the deer population which has reached excessive levels 
and caused many car accidents. Also browsing on young 
saplings in our woodlands has prevented replacement of 
old trees.  
. 
     Thanks to Mac Edwards for input for this article. 
 

Duncan Allison 
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Avoiding Tick Bites 
 

     Precautions should be taken in high risk areas 
such as damp, grassy, or wooded regions or when 
outside for an extended period of time while doing 
yard work, gardening, hiking, etc. Wear clothing that 
covers the skin - long sleeves and pant legs, and tuck 
loose pants into socks. Wear light colored clothing 
so that ticks are easier to spot and brush off. Apply 
an insect repellent with 30% DEET to exposed skin 
other than the face and/or apply Permethrin to 
clothes. Permethrin both repels and kills ticks, and 
will persist on clothing through several washings. Be 
sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions. Walk 
in the center of trails to avoid contact with over-
grown grass and brush. Use a high-heat dryer for 
one hour after washing clothes. This will kill most 
ticks that might have been attached to clothing. In-
spect your skin (all of it) closely after possible expo-
sure.  Remove ticks. 
 

McIver Edwards 

Hardy Souls Vine Cutting, March 25th 

Photo by Wynne Wharry 

“Sniffing Cheek To Cheek” 
 

It’s heaven, doggie heaven 
And my tail wags back and forth 
Whipping south then pointing north 
When we’re out together sniffing cheek to cheek. 
Heaven, doggie heaven 
I don’t have a care 
And the weather’s always fair 
When we’re out together, sniffing cheek to cheek. 
Oh, I’d like to run to Kent House 
Or maybe to Old Stone, 
But nothing thrills me half as much 
As sniffing cheek to cheek. 
Sniff with me 
I want my nose against yours; 
It’s so cool and moist. 
It really is no puzzle 
I simply love your muzzle. 
And you can bet I’d never growl 
When we’re outdoors cheek by 
jowl. 
It’s doggie heaven 
And I give my tail a wag 
Cause my spirits never sag 
When we’re out together sniffing cheek to cheek. 
 

Sgt. Lewis 
 

     If you go to the website  http://playback.fm/
birthday-song  you’ll find the song that was Num-
ber One on the day of your birth.  My daddy’s was 
Fred Astaire’s Dancing Cheek to Cheek. 

Helleborus Blooming at Old Stone 
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Social Committee 
 

     Mark your calendars for the 18th of May.  On 
that day we will be having our annual meeting/
luncheon at Crosslands.  More information on that 
affair to come later in your mailboxes. 
     The No Frills parties will be held at Liz and Ferd 
Thun’s on April 10th and on the 24th we will be 
partying at Joyce Parrett’s home.  Our No Frills 
parties are fun and an opportunity to see your neigh-
bors and catch up on all the latest news in the com-
munity.  Should you want to hold a No Frills party 
at your home contact Bev Brookes or Betsy Young.  
Hosts are always needed.  Spring is in the air, folks, 
and it is so nice to get together to talk of the horrors 
of our chilly winter now that it is just a memory. 

 

Connie Schappell and Dianne Vaughan 
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Opera Lecture On Friday, April 24 at 4 p.m. 
in the William Penn Room,  Bob Rowland 
(Eastman, Peabody) will speak on Cavalleria Rusti-
cana and Pagliacci.  This will be the last lecture for 
this season.  Whether or not you plan to go to the 
Live from the Met showing the next day at the Regal 
Theater, you will find Bob Rowland's lecture, as his 
others, enriching and delightful.  Elise Parker 

Suzie's News 
 

     Hello, my name is 
Suzie.  I will be report-
ing from time to time on 
the news of our four leg-
ged friends here in Cart-
mel.  I came to live in 
Cartmel in June of last 
year to join my older 
brother Kit.  Soon after, 
we adopted Shadow, my 
younger brother.  What 
a wild time we three are 
having. 

     The kitty population is increasing here in our 
community.  Pendy and Tonker Shappell are long-
time residents.  The exciting news is that there has 
been another adoption in the community.  A Rag 
Doll Kitty named Joyful has come to live at number 
fourteen. I am sure she is bringing much “Joy” to her 
home. 
     Two new dog addi-
tions to Cartmel are 
Shasta and Benjamin 
Slaymaker who are liv-
ing at number six.  I 
doubt I will meet them 
but do wish them well 
here at Cartmel. Sadly 
we must bid farewell to 
Ginger Cluff who is 
moving across the 
street. Everyone will miss her little dance as we pass 
her house. 
     My family is quite proud of me as I have devel-
oped quite a talent. Along with my nose for news I 

am becoming a sculptress. 
My work is not quite fin-
ished as you can see. If you 
like it I can make more! 
     I will welcome any 
news of our Cartmel pets 
for upcoming editions of 
the Courier.  Just put your 
news in my mailbox at 
#38. 
 

Suzie 

Editor’s note:  The following article is reprinted 
from the Cartmel Courier of March 6, 1992.  It is by 
Jean Williamson Thompson via Madeleine Man-
zone, Cartmel resident. 

The Class of 1939 B.C.  
(Before Computers) 

 
     We were before the pill and the population explo-
sion which, inexplicably, went hand in hand.   
     We were before television.  Before penicillin, po-
lio shots, antibiotics and Frisbees.  Before nylon, 
Dacron, Xerox and Kinsey.  We were before radar, 
fluorescent lights, credit cards and ball-point pens. 
For us, time-sharing meant togetherness, not com-
puters or vacation homes.  A chip meant a piece of 
wood; hardware meant hardware and software was-
n’t even a word.   
     In those days bunnies were small rabbits and rab-
bits were not Volkswagens. We were before Grand-
ma Moses and Frank Sinatra and cup-sizing for bras.  
We were before Batman, Grapes of Wrath, Rudolph 
the Rednosed reindeer and Snoopy. Before DDT, 
Vodka (in the U.S.), and the white wine craze, dis-
posable diapers, jeeps and the Jefferson nickel.  Be-
fore Scotch Tape, the Grand Coulee Dam, M & M’s, 
the automatic shift and Lincoln Continentals.   
     When we were in college, pizzas, Cheerios, fro-
zen orange juice, instant coffee and McDonalds were  
 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Cartmel Coming Events 
 

Wed Apr  1 Cartmel Book Group 
Sat Apr 4 Cartmel Singles Breakfast 
Tues Apr  7 Party Bridge - Host S. Taylor 
Fri Apr  10 No Frills - Hosts Thuns 
Tues Apr  14 Party Bridge - Host TBA 
Tues Apr  21 Party Bridge - Host TBA 
Wed Apr  22 No Duplicate Bridge 
Fri Apr  24 Opera Lecture, Wm Penn Rm 
Fri Apr  24 No Frills - Host J. Parrett 
Mon Apr  27 CRA Meeting 
Tues Apr  28 Party Bridge - Host TBA 
Sat May 2 Cartmel Singles Breakfast 
Wed May 6 Cartmel Book Group 
Fri May 8 No Frills - Hosts C. Johnston 
                        and D. Betts 
Mon May 18 Spring Luncheon - Save the date 

 

Regularly Scheduled Activities 
 

No Frills Get-Togethers - Usually second and 
fourth Fridays at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Daytime Party Bridge - Every Tuesday at 1:30 
p.m. in the William Penn Lounge.  Advance reser-
vations required.  Contact - Dottie Sarr. 
Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every fourth 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. except during June, July 
and August.  Advance reservations required.   
Contact -  Bev or Sid Brookes. 
The Cartmel Book Group meets every first 
Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. in the Lucretia Mott Center 
at Crosslands.  No reservations required.   
Contact - Cathy Elder. 
Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first Sat-
urday at 8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just come. 

New Kendal Residents’ Website 
 

 The new Kendal at Longwood Residents’ Website 
is now online at: 

http://dev.kalresweb.org/ 
 We hope to add a Cartmel Courier link to this site 
in the near future.  Check it out. 

Wynne Wharry 
Editor 

Cartmel Courier 

(Continued from page 7) 
 
unheard of.  We thought fast food was what you ate 
during Lent. 

We were before FM radio, tape recorders, elec-
tric typewriters, word processors, Musak, electronic 
music and disco dancing. 

Almost no one flew across the country and trans-
Atlantic flight belonged to Lindbergh and Amelia 
Earhart.  We were before Israel and the United Na-
tions.  Before India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Iceland and 
the Philippines were independent countries. Since 
our graduation, 92 countries- 48 of them African- 
have become independent nations.   

We were before pantyhose and drip-dry clothes. 
Before ice makers and dishwashers, clothes dryers, 
freezers and electric blankets.  Before Hawaii and 
Alaska became States.   Before men wore long hair 
and earrings, and women wore tuxedos. 

We were before Leonard Bernstein, yogurt, Ann 
Landers, plastics, hair dryers, the 40 hour week and 
the minimum wage.  We got married first and then 
lived together- how quaint can you be? 

In our day, cigarette smoking was fashionable, 
grass was mowed, coke was something you drank 
and pot was something you cooked in. 

We were before coin vending machines, jet 
planes, helicopters and interstate highways.  In 1939, 
our schools were not desegregated and blacks were 
not allowed to play in the major leagues.  Made in 
Japan meant junk and the term “making out” re-
ferred to how you did in an exam.  

In our time, there were five-and-ten-cent stores 
where you could buy things for five and ten cents.  
For just one nickel, you could ride the subway, or 
ride the ferry or make a phone call, buy a coke or 
buy enough stamps to mail one letter and two post-
cards.  You could buy a new Chevy coupe for $659, 
but who could afford that in 1939? A pity too, be-
cause gas was 11cents a gallon.  

If anyone in those days had asked us to explain 
the CIA, NATO, UFO, NFL, JFK, ERA, or IUD, we 
would have said alphabet soup.  We were not before 
the differences between the sexes were discovered, 
but before sex changes.  We just made do with what 
we had.   

And so it was in 1939.   


