
June - August 2016                                                                             1 

 

Cartmel Courier 
Volume XXIX, Issue 9                                                                                 June - August 2016 

In This Issue 

     From the President 
 
     Over the past year I have learned several things about Cartmel. 
First, the CRA President is a “front” for numerous caring and hard 
working people who make this community a very caring and wonderful 
place to live. It is always dangerous to start naming names for fear of 
leaving someone out, but let me highlight some of the people I have 
had the pleasure to work with this past year. 
     First, Sandy Neufeld comes to mind for her work improving the 
campus and, especially, her work around Old Stone. That is in addition 
to all of her chores coordinating the work of the members of the Land-
scape Committee. Johanne Strahan and all the people on the Caring 
Committee go out of their way to welcome new residents and care for 
those with emergencies. Wynne Wharry and all her helpers routinely 
publish the Courier. Duncan Allison and his workers on Meadow and 
Woods keep the trails clear and cut down the vines that choke the trees 
in our woods. Art Joyce seems to be constantly on his computer send-
ing out messages from KCC and our committees. Sam Wharry and 
the members of the Property Committee keep on top of structural is-
sues and handling residents’ concerns about any number of issues. 
Then, having just come back from a wonderful event planned by the 
Social Committee, there is Connie Schappell and the members of the 
Social Committee who organize and coordinate the May Luncheon, the 
July 4th party, the Christmas reception, the New Years Eve party and, 
of course, No Frills. Finally are the members of the Executive Commit-
tee who meet monthly to make sure things are running smoothly: Mimi 
Kroon, Cathy Elder, Mac Edwards, Carolyn Johnston, and Joyce 
Parrett. It has been a pleasure working with all of them this past year. 
     Another “discovery” which I really knew before I became President 
is how caring and cheerful all the KCC staff are. This starts with Phil 
DeBaun and Meg Lemley and follows through any staff member I 
have come in contact with at KCC. They all are dedicated to making 
life here as carefree as possible and they all seem to be happy working 
at Kendal~Crosslands. 
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Cartmel Courier 
 

The Courier is published monthly (except during July, August 
and December) by the residents of Cartmel, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348 and reflects their opinions and views.  

 

Managing Editor - Wynne Wharry 
Reporters - Hedy Knoth, Mimi Kroon,  Joyce Parrett, Suzanne 
Van Vechten, Trudy Warren 
Columnists - Cathy Elder, June Lunney, Connie Schappell  
Canine  Poet Laureate:  Sgt. Lewis  
Layout/Design  - Spencer Gates, Ruth Joyce,  Hedy Knoth, 
Wynne Wharry 
Copy Editors - Dick Betts, Carolyn Johnston, Ruth Joyce, Ben 
and Suzanne Van Vechten 
Staff Photographers - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Sandy 
Neufeld, Grant Reed, Suzanne Van Vechten,  Wynne Wharry 
Staff Artists - Carolyn Johnston, Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, 
Janet Waddell,  
Production/Distribution  -  Sandy Slaymaker, Sue Swasey 
 
Deadline for all  copy:  22nd of the preceding month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restaurant Review 
 

     After a Sunday matinée, eight solo theater buffs 
dined at Portabello’s, a BYOB at 115 W. State Street 
in Kennett Square. We had made a reservation, and 
requested separate checks. We parked at meters on the 
street, but paid indoor parking is also available a 
block away.  
     We were seated promptly and served bread, oil and 
a free mushroom hummus appetizer to share. There 
was no corkage fee. The room was lovely, service at-
tentive and the menu was varied and appealing. Half 
of us chose soup ($6-9) or appetizers ($11-14) with 
salads ($12) as main dishes. Half chose entrées ($19-
32). The food described as locally sourced “New 
American Cuisine with international overtones” was 
uniformly good, thanks to Chef Bret Hueber. Only 
one diner had any complaint, and that was that her 
table knife would not cut through her grilled head of 
Romaine.  
     The meal would have been flawless but for the fact 
that only a single check was presented. We reminded 
our server that we had requested separate checks, and 
were then treated to a scolding lecture by the wife of 
the owner on how their strict policy of “no separate 
checks” had arisen due to the amount of time it would 
take a server to process eight credit card transactions. 
We had no choice but to split our check eight ways 
and spend the same amount of time scrambling to 
come up with exact dollar amounts from each of eight 
diners. Some frugal diners among us objected to sub-
sidizing the meals of others, and most felt that our de-
lightful dinner had been diminished by the experience. 
Larger parties should be forewarned.  
     Portabello’s is open from 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
for lunch and from 5 p.m. for dinner. It is closed on 
Monday. Reservations are recommended (610-925- 
4984). If you would like to join us for future dining 
experiences please contact Ellen Strober. 

 
Ellen Strober 

Having worked with Cathy Elder this past year, I 
am sure the coming year will be a productive one, 
and I look forward to working with her and with all 
the new residents who have moved in. There is 
nothing like new blood to reinvigorate the commu-
nity. 

George Franz 

From the Editor 
 

     As this is my final issue as managing edi-
tor of the Courier for three years, I would 
like to thank all those who have contributed, 
especially Layout Editors Ruth Joyce and 
Hedy Knoth. Without all the hard work of 
proof readers, feature writers, committee 
chairs, photographers, artists  and distribu-
tion crew, the Courier would not exist. It has 
been a true community effort for which I am 
extremely grateful. The Courier will now be 
in the very capable hands of Spencer Gates, 
your new managing editor. I am looking for-
ward to retirement! 
 

Wynne Wharry 

President continued from page 1 
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Cartmel Tree of the Month 

Common Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) 

     This is a medium-sized tree, height 30’ to 60’, 

but a few individuals grow much larger. The 
leaves are alternate and simple, and may be entire 
or 2 or 3 lobed. The 2-lobed “mitten” leaves are 

diagnostic. Twigs are bright green, becoming 
grayish in 1 to 2 years and developing corky 
ridges. Buds are solitary, about 1/3 inch long. The 

tree grows by sympodial branching, in which new 
twigs are formed in the leaf axils rather than at the 
terminal bud. It flowers in April (with Cornus 

florida), before the leaves emerge, with attractive, 
yellowish terminal racemes 1” to 2” long. On fe-
male trees dark purplish fruits are borne on scarlet 
pedicels. Suckering may form thickets. Root bark 

was once used to make “sassafras tea”, but the saf-
role contained in roots is considered a carcinogen. 
Dried, powdered leaves and stems do not contain 

detectable amounts of safrole, and are sold as filé 
powder, used for thickening gumbo. 
     The heartwood is resistant to decay and is sta-

ble, but moderately weak. It was used in dugout 
canoes and in some small boats.  
     It is used in the landscape for spring flowers, 

outstanding gold to red fall color, and an architec-
tural “layered” look in the winter. At Cartmel Sas-
safras may be found in the woodland edge near 

the NW corner of Old Stone, in the hedgerow be-
side the “chain gate” across the street NW from 
number 47, and in the woodland edge south of Ul-

verston Drive between number 47 and Winder-
mere Way. 
 

McIver Edwards 

Happy Birthday 
  

 June Lunney June 01 
 Renée Overholser June 09 
 Nora Andresen June 15 
 Dick Betts June 23 
 Ben Van Vechten June 26 
 Sgt. Lewis June 27 
 Jan Broude July 02 
 Peggy Cole July 02 
 Sandy Neufeld July 02 
 Dottie Sarr July 10 
 George Warren July 12 
 Diane Feissner July 16 
 Trudy Warren July 20 
 Pete Silvia July 23 
 Jane Wahl July 23 
 Hedy Knoth July 24 
 Steve Conary July 30 
 Dennis Arrouet Aug 16 
 Liz Thun Aug 18 
 Barry Neufeld Aug 22 
 Mac Edwards Aug 24 
 Jim Swasey Aug 24 
 Cathy Elder Aug 25 
 Elise Parker Sept 05 
   

Cartmel “Choices” Group 
 

     A small group of participants in our Choices pro-
gram has begun meeting to discuss what we have 
learned and continuing concerns. Other residents are 
welcome to join. Please contact Jean Hauser to 
learn more. 
 

Cathy Elder 

Sunflower Shop 
 

Crosslands 
11:00 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

Cute new shirts, scarves, 
and jewelry coming in. 

 

Volunteers needed.  
Contact Sandy Slaymaker 
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Cheddar Cheese Spread 
 

     Historically, hors d’oeuvres (meaning 
“outside the work”) were served before a din-
ner party to put the guests into a particular 

state of mind. The small bites were an adjunct to the meal 
that was to follow. According to Escoffier’s 1939 Le 
Guide Culinaire, the hors d’oeuvre is a much simpler of-
fering than what we tend to offer our guests these days, 
but his suggestions sound delicious. One of the first was 
green olives, other ideas were cold radishes with salt, sim-
ple cucumbers or anchovies in oil. 
 The following recipe comes down to a handful of simple 
ingredients and a few quick steps.  Remember, a spread 
made with cheese will always be more interesting than a 
plain piece of cheese. 
 The origin of Cheddar cheese goes back to 12th century 
England. The name comes from the fact that the cheese 
was stored in caves near the town of Cheddar. Any Ched-
dar can be used - Vermont, Wisconsin or New York State 
to mention a few. My grandfather was a cheese maker so 
I grew up eating Cheddar cheese from New York State. 
 

12 ounces Cheddar cheese, shredded (spray grater      
    with vegetable oil to prevent sticking) 
1 bunch scallions, thinly sliced 
¼-½ cup almonds or walnuts, chopped 
1T-2T mayonnaise (Hellmann’s is best) 
4 slices cooked bacon, cut into small pieces 
 

 In a small bowl, place the cheese, scallions, nuts, bacon 
and 1T of mayonnaise at a time. Add more mayonnaise as 
needed to bind; be cautious. When thoroughly mixed, 
scoop into an attractive bowl and serve with crackers.  
Enjoy! 
 

Connie Schappell 

 
 

Cartmel Canine  
Best Seller List 

 
 

1. Let Slip the Dogs of War.   
    Shakespeare’s immortal rendering of the ferocious  
 Battle of the Dog shed which took place outside  
 St. Albans in 1455, initiating the Wars of the Carnations. 
 

2. Dog Ear. 
  Who stole an old, worn, much-read classic from the 
 Bodleian?  Inspector Lewis and Sgt. Hathaway are  
 leafing through the evidence. 
 

3.  Dog-eat-Dog.   
   A history of the hot dog eating contest at Nathan’s  
 famous eatery on Coney Island. Includes a dog by dog  
 recounting of Trooper’s revolting record-setting  
 consumption. 
 

4.  Hair of the Dog. 
   This lightly written book is of the self-help variety, in 
 which Judy and Toesie, two premature schnauzers,  
 reveal their styling secrets. 
 

5.  Dog Fight. 
     High above the plush fields of Suffolk and Kent,  
 intrepid English bull terriers battle the merciless  
 German Shepherds in 1940. 
 

6.  Hounds Tooth. 
    Those zany dentists, Benjamin and Shasta, are once 
 again extracting a laugh a page as they pull, drill, and 
 cap. 
 

7.  Dog Tag.   
   A delightful children’s story in which dogs of all breeds 
 scamper about tagging one another – although  some-
 times the smaller ones get more than they expected.  
 C’est la vie, doggies will be doggies. 
 

8.  Dog Watch. 
   Who has stolen the magnificent Patek Philippe?  Lewis 
 and Hathaway are again sniffing for clues before time 
 runs out. 
 

9. Dog Days. 
 Following his earlier memoire Dog Nights, Hank regales 
 us with his further exploits among such notables as  
 Aristotle Onassis and Wilt Chamberlain. 
 

10. Dog Paddle. 
     Set in the 1936 Olympics, this chronicles the amazing 
 achievement of a bull terrier who against all odds wins 
 the 500 meter dog paddle, muzzling out a dachshund    
 which so infuriated Hitler that he wouldn’t shake the 
 winner’s paw. 
  

 And, coming in at the bottom is number: 
 

100. The Great Catsby.  [No comment necessary] 
                                                                                                            

Sgt. Lewis 
 

 

Cartmel Spring 

Luncheon 
Photos by 

Grant Reed 
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Bluebird Patrol  
 

 Having gotten off to an early start, our bluebirds have 
launched us into their usual sagas of success, tragedy 
and mystery. Five bluebirds have successfully fledged 
at the Coles’ and five more look ready to go shortly at 
the Feissners’ and Allisons’. We also have 15 un-
hatched bluebird eggs at the Arrouets’, Knoth’s and 
Old Stone. The Arrouets’ new clutch of 5 eggs is 
proof of the resilience of these birds, however. The 
first set of 4 eggs resulted in two chicks which mysteri-
ously disappeared along with the other eggs. We don’t 
know the culprit but we did find a broken egg near the 
house. The clutch of 4 bluebird eggs at Skip Taylor’s 
birdhouse also gradually disappeared. So, we should all 
be on the lookout for a sinister presence at the intersec-
tion of Ulverston, Ingleton and Lonsdale! 
 The tree swallows have been very active now that 
they’ve returned to police the insect population of our 
meadow. Nests at the Van Vechtens’, Feissners’, 
Elder’s and Old Stone are filling up. We have seven 
eggs as of May 20 and will likely have more before the 
end of the month. The Edwards’ are hosting our only 
wren nest. Hidden in that twiggy scaffold are 5 eggs. It 
seems miraculous that fluffy, bitty babies could survive 
that hostile looking first home. Look at the differences 
between bluebird, tree swallow and wren nests. Which 
would you prefer? 

                 
Cathy Elder 

Caring Committee 
 

     Moving and learning who to call for essential ser-

vices can be quite taxing. However, the information 

in your Resident’s Manual and in your welcome bag 

will help to answer many of your questions. And, 

you are not alone. Your neighbors are all ready, will-

ing and able to help. 

     I would like to call your attention again to the 

Longwood Fire Company. They house the EMT’s 

and the ambulance service. For minimal cost you can 

become a member of the ambulance club which of-

fers many advantages to members. Call 610-388-

6880 to learn about it or to ask for information to be 

sent to you. They are currently fund- raising and are 

a valuable resource for us, just minutes away. 

     The caring committee volunteer’s mission is to 

provide care and help to a resident when it is needed. 

This may be as simple as a card or a meal. There are 

many volunteers in our other committees who also 

care but in different ways. We would like to thank all 

of these volunteers who make a significant differ-

ence in our community. 

 On behalf of the Cartmel Community I would like 
to extend our deepest sympathy to Lydia Kaim and 
family on the loss of our dear friend and former 
neighbor, André Kaim, who died on May 27, 2016.   

 

Johanne Strahan 

Thank You 
 

My mailbox was overflowing with cards expressing 
sympathy over Charlie’s death. It was amazingly 
supportive for me in the early days of loss and very 
heartwarming to hear from so many Cartmel 
friends.  My thanks to you all for your caring.  

 

Johanne Strahan 

Bluebird nest 

Wren nest 

Tree swallow 

~ Save the Date ~ 
 

Fridays, October 7th – November 4th 
11:00 a.m. at Crosslands - William Penn Room 

 

   The OSHER Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) 
associated with Widener University presents a five 
week class titled: Red States/Blue States: How We 
Got This Way, a history lecture series looking at 
our unique brand of politics and how it has devel-
oped over the past 250 years. 
   More details, along with registration and cost in-
formation, will be in the September Cartmel Courier. 

 

Cartmel Garage Door  
Painting Contest 

June 6 - 10      
 

 Have a favorite tune?  Think how you might illustrate it 
by painting your interpretation on your garage door.  Water 
based paints and brushes are provided and are available for 
pick up in #28's garage.  Judging will take place Friday, 
June 10th, after 12 noon.  No special talent needed - just a 
willingness to have fun and participate!  An awards cere-
mony and "No Frills" combination will be held at Joyce 
Parrett's home beginning at 4 p.m. Let's all sing a happy 
tune and paint!  

 

Joyce Parrett 
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Cartmel Property Committee 

 

     Recently I’ve received several questions about 
alternate electric suppliers. Pennsylvania law per-
mits the use of alternate suppliers for electric gener-
ation, with local utilities (PECO) supplying distribu-
tion. You can save significantly on the monthly bill 
by adopting this technique. Exact costs and savings 
vary by vendor, length of the contract, power source 
(green energy), cancelation penalties, and several 
other factors. Each resident must determine their 
personal preferences. I’d recommend consulting 
www.powersource.com on your computer for exact 
prices and details of the contracts. The best deals 
vary with time but this website will give some guid-
ance. Telephone numbers are available for questions 
and you can make the changes on the spot. They will 
arrange the service and billing through PECO. If you 
currently use an alternate supplier, be careful about 
penalties for cancelling early. I usually recommend 
1 to 2 year contracts as I feel they offer convenience 
and competitive rates. Currently, the best rates are 
available in the range of $0.065 to $0.070/kWh as 
compared to $0.079/kWh for PECO. Electric rates 
using renewable generation sources are typically 
higher. Good hunting!     
     The results of the parking, road edge, and road-
way survey have been sent out to all residents.      
The general consensus is that residents prefer to leave 
roads as they are. Widening roads or adding additional 
parking spots along the road are not practical or desir-
able. Some minor damage along the road edge is to 
be expected, and prompt repair will always be nec-
essary. 
     With the onset of summer mosquito season, 
standing water in our storm sewers and driveway 
drains can be a mosquito breeding location. Mainte-
nance will be treating this standing water as part of 
the summer agenda. The large puddle that forms on 
the west side roadway along the Green (Ulverston 
Drive) should disappear as part of the mid-summer 
paving of that area.  
     The replacement of all older heat pumps is off to 
a good start. Maintenance has developed a list and is 
working to replace the oldest units first (allowing for 
breakdowns). The work is being done by R&D 
Heating. Some privacy fences will have to be re-
moved for installation, but I’m told that, if specifica-
tions allow, they will be replaced upon request. The 
project should be completed in the fall. 

Sam Wharry 

Landscape Committee 
Scott Arboretum Tour 

 

     On May 5th, Donna and Mac Edwards hosted a field 
trip for 20 Cartmel residents to the Scott Arboretum lo-
cated on Swarthmore College’s lovely campus. Mac and 
Donna have been dedicated volunteers at the Arboretum 
for many years. The Arboretum is situated on over 300 
acres and was established in 1929 as a living memorial to 
Arthur Hoyt Scott, Class of 1895. Through a bequest 
from his family, the Arboretum continues to thrive today. 
There are over 4,000 different kinds of plants grown on 
campus, selected for their outstanding ornamental quali-
ties, ease of maintenance, and resistance to disease. Major 
plant collections include: flowering cherries, crabapples, 
hydrangeas, conifers, vines, summer flowering shrubs, 
viburnums, and witch hazels. The campus provides op-
portunities for outdoor teaching and promotes human-
nature connections by integrating the campus with the 
Crum Woods. The Arboretum and College have collabo-
rated to implement green design principles throughout the 
campus in addition to reducing environmental impacts 
(Biostream Design to manage storm water, a state of the 
art Science Center which received LEED certification and 
is recognized for leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Designs – Green Roofs – Lawn Alternatives – the 
Wister Education Center and Greenhouse ). 
     Our guide, Lars, treated us to a two hour tour!! 
Some of the features we saw were: the Dean Bond 
Rose Garden, the Harry Wood Courtyard Garden, 
the Pollinator Garden, Roof Top Gardens, the Scott 
Amphitheater and the Peony Garden. He was so 
knowledgeable, warm, and friendly and seemed hap-
py to answer all of our questions. Thanks to Donna, 
Mac and Lars we all had an amazing time discover-
ing the spring treasures of the Scott Arboretum. All 
are encouraged and welcome to visit this beautiful 
campus – www.scottarboretum.org      Sandy Neufeld 

Science Center “Green” roof 
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American goldfinch 
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July 30 and 31 
PA Guild of Craftsmen Fine Craft Fair 

Chase Center on the Riverfront 
Wilmington, DE 

For more information see:  
www.pacrafts.org/fine-craft-fairs/july/ 

 
 Interested in attending the next season of the Penn-
sylvania Ballet?  Helen Meredith at Kendal is or-
ganizing a bus. See www.paballet.org for perfor-
mances and dates. 
 

Compiled by Cathy Elder 

     Don’t miss out on two local gems:  
 

     The 2016-2017 season for the UD Resident Ensemble Players (REP) will 
be announced by early June. We have a large contingent of Cartmelians who are 
subscribers, sharing rides and meals before or after. Join us, if you haven’t al-
ready. Check http://www.rep.udel.edu or call the box office at 302-831-2204 to 
be put on their e-mail list. 
     The performance series for Longwood Gardens tends to sell out within days 
of the announcement. The fall/spring schedule will be announced by July 19 
with tickets going on sale August 15 (members) or 19 (general). If you are away 
for the summer, you can join their e-mail list by scrolling down to the bottom 
left corner of their homepage at longwoodgardens.org. 

Delaware Chamber Music Festival 
 

Performances at the Delaware Music School, 4101 Washington Street, Wilmington. Get tickets online at 
http://dcmf.tix.com/ Senior tickets: $70 for all four or $20 for single concerts. Sign up for Crosslands bus on 
the bulletin board. 
 

Fri June 10 7:30 p.m.  Four Hands Are Better Than Two - Charles Abramovic 
    and A. Moutouzkine, pianos 
Sun June 12  3:00 p.m. Say It in Folk Song - Natalie Zhu and Laura Heimes, 
    pianos 
Fri  June 17 7:30 p.m. It’s Personal - with the Festival Quartet 
Sun June 19  3:00 p.m. Music for Trio and More - Barbara Govates, piano, 
    Clancy Newman, cello, and Marcantonio Barone, piano 

 

 

Fri  June 3  5:30 - 8:00 p.m.   
“Summer Breeze,” an Ikebana exhibit.  
Sogetsu Brandywine Study Group 

Delaware Center for Horticulture,  
1810 N DuPont Street, Wilmington. Free. 

Part of Art on the Town or the Art Loop, a self-
guided, free tour of local art galleries, studios and 

museums.    Free 5-9 p.m. 

Sun June 5  3:00 p.m. “An American Tapestry,” 
popular American music and patriotic themes.        

New Ark Chorale  
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
109 E Doe Run Road, Unionville. 

$10 suggested donation. 

10th Annual Chester 
County Balloon Festival   
New Garden Flying Field 

1235 Newark Road, 
Toughkenamon 

June 24 - 26    
 

Check schedule and order tickets at  
http://ccballonfest.com 

Check that balloon, helicopter, or small plane flight 
off your bucket list! Proceeds benefit  

Chester County Hero Fund! 
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Cartmel Coming Events 
 

Wed  Jun 1  Cartmel Book Group 
Sat  Jun 4 Cartmel Singles Breakfast   
June  6 - 10  Cartmel Garage Door Painting  
     Contest 
Tues  Jun 7 Party Bridge  
Fri   Jun 10 No Frills - Host Joyce Parrett 
Tues   Jun 14 Party Bridge 
Mon  Jun 20 CRA Meeting  Wm Penn Room 
Tues  Jun  21 Party Bridge  
Fri   Jun  24 No Frills - Hosts Liz & Ferd Thun 
Tues  Jun 28 Party Bridge 
Sat  Jul 2 Cartmel Singles Breakfast 
Mon  Jul 4 Cartmel July 4th Picnic 
Wed  Jul 6 Cartmel Book Group 
Fri  Jul 22 No Frills - Hosts Grant Reed and 
     Connie Schappell 
Wed Aug 3 Cartmel Book Group 
Fri Aug 12 No Frills - Hosts Jan & Ron Broude 
Fri Aug 26 No Frills -  Host TBA 

 

Regularly Scheduled Activities 
 

No Frills Get-Togethers - Usually second and fourth Fri-
days at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Daytime Party Bridge - Every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Wm Penn Lounge. Advance reservations required.   
Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every second Wednes-
day 1-4 p.m. in Crosslands Wm Penn Lounge except dur-
ing June, July and August.  Everyone welcome.  Advance 
reservations required.  Contact -  Bev or Sid Brookes. 
The Cartmel Book Group meets every first Wednesday at 
2:30 p.m. in the Lucretia Mott Center at Crosslands.  No 
reservations required.  Contact - Cathy Elder. 
Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first Saturday at 
8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just come. 

 

Meadow and Woods 
 

     Sincere thanks to all members of our committee, par-
ticularly our trail leaders, Suzanne Van Vechten and 
Dick Betts for all their support and work developing the 
Trail Map and keeping the trails open: excellent team 
work. I suspect that each of us never tires of that first 
view of Cartmel as we turn off Rte 926 and get that first 
glimpse of the avenue of maples, meadow, and wood-
lands as background with our homes seemingly an inte-
gral part of the landscape. After all, for thousands of 
years we lived in the countryside. There must be some-
thing in our genes and psyche that responds to trees and 
nature. Will the increasing numbers of the global popula-
tion be satisfied with a purely urban environment? Our 
cities have tried to satisfy that need by providing parks 
and roadside trees - Fairmount Park in Philadelphia, one 
of the largest urban parks in the country, Central Park in 
New York and Hyde Park and Regents Park in London. 
Will city planners continue to spare precious space for 
greenery? I suspect we are all happy to be living in our 
own special Cartmel Park so closely linked to the sur-
rounding countryside. 
     My second thought concerns how we are managing 
our natural environment. (A recent survey by weed scien-
tists in the US and Canada estimated that if farmers in 
both countries did not have access to herbicides and other 
control techniques the average loss in corn would be 52% 
or $26.6 billion and 49.5% in soybeans or $16.4 billion. 
This was based on extensive data from 2007 through 
2013.) Weeds are clearly one of the most significant 
threats to crop production in North America but invasive 
introduced species are also impacting our natural land-
scapes. Invasive weeds in agricultural and natural areas 
cost our country an estimated $13 billion dollars per year 
and are the second most important reason for the loss of 
biological diversity after habitat. We are trying to main-
tain the native flora in our meadow and woodlands, but 
weeds such as garlic mustard (S Europe and Asia), Cana-
da thistle (SE Europe and Asia), multiflora rose (E Asia), 
Japanese honeysuckle, Russian olive and privet (Old 
World and Asia) are very aggressive and tend to flourish 
at the expense of native species. It’s the same across the 
country and it is a battle we are probably losing. After all, 
if it is the survival of the fittest who are we to say the in-
troduced species are actually less desirable? Certainly 
Mark Swick and his team have their work cut out man-
aging all the KCC land and preserving our natural envi-
ronment. 

Duncan Allison 

 

Cartmel Pollinator Garden - Many hands make light work. 
Photos by Sandy Neufeld 


