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In This Issue 

  From the President  
 

     Hagley Museum and the Delaware Museum of Natural History 
deserve inclusion in this series, but I want to close on a more per-
sonal note in a very few words. Hagley, located on the Bran-
dywine in the historic DuPont powder yards, offers a fascinating 
chance to experience 
the unfolding history 
of American busi-
ness, technology, and 
innovation. The Del-
aware Museum of 
Natural History on 
Kennett Pike (Rt 52) 
was founded in 1957 
by John Eleuthère du 
Pont and opened in 
1972. It is known es-
pecially for its interesting exhibits and extensive collections of 
seashells, birds, and bird eggs. 
     Turning now to more personal thoughts, when I first joined the 
DuPont Company in 1950, employees often spoke of the Compa-
ny as “Uncle Dupee.”  It was an affectionate name for an organi-
zation that had proven itself with benefit plans and working con-
ditions based on the philosophy of E. I. DuPont, the founder, who 
unprecedentedly pensioned the widows, maimed, and children of 
victims after an explosion in 1818. Unfortunately a lot of the peo-
ple who spoke well of DuPont a few decades ago no longer feel 
the same way; my sense is that things are still very good and a lot 
better than at many companies.  
     On my first work day the manager briefing me said: “We take 
safety very seriously here. I would find it quite difficult to fire 
you because of technical incompetence, but if you violate our 
safety rules, I can get you out the gate fast.” DuPont employees 
are safer at work than off the job and have one of the best safety 
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records in industry. The habits I learned on the job 
are still invaluable today. 
     Some of DuPont’s products have also been major 
safety contributors. Everyone has heard of Kevlar® 
vests for police and military personnel; there is also 
Nomex®, a fire resistant fiber widely used in fire-
fighters’ uniforms, and nylon used in parachutes. 
None of us would like to do without non-stick frying 
pans and some of us have had the benefit of Tyvek® 
as a home barrier against moisture or cold air infiltra-
tion. 
     All-in-all, I’ve continued to appreciate DuPont 
and won’t turn on the company that always treated 
me fairly and incidentally gave me all these bits of 
history to write about. 
 

Art Joyce 

(Continued from page 1) New Strategic Long Range Plan 
By KCC Board of Directors 

 
     The KCC Board of Directors has now approved 
a new strategic long range plan for the period 2014 
to 2018, setting directions on a host of topics for our 
communities.  
     Full copies of the plan are available for reading 
in the libraries at Kendal and Crosslands.  
     Summary reviews of the plan along with other 
community updates will be featured by Phil 
DeBaun in meetings at 7:00 pm on Monday, May 
19th at Kendal, and at 11:00 am on Wednesday, 
May 21st at Crosslands . 

To access the Courier on-line go to: 
www.crosslandsres.org  

then publications, then Cartmel Courier,  
then pick the year and issue 

Caring Committee 
 

     Many years ago I learned that a short pencil is 
better than a long memory. Well, when I did my re-
port last month on committee members and their re-
sponsibilities I did it from memory. That was a really 
bad idea. I forgot two very important members. 
Betsy Young and Peggy Newton were omitted. They 
are both on the calling committee.  
     I am sorry to report that Dorothy Dyck has had 
pneumonia once again. We all wish her a very 
speedy recovery. Dorothy is visiting her daughter 
who lives in Ocean City, NJ, after a brief hospitaliza-
tion. Hopefully she will be coming home soon. 
 

Beverly Brookes 

     Our vacationing editor  (Wynne Wharry) took pictures 
for us  here in Keukenhof Gardens in the Netherlands. 
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Strong Women and Men Stay Young 

 

     Does this heading interest you?  It’s a paraphrase 
of the title of a book by a Tufts University professor, 
Miriam Nelson, Ph.D.  She says we can turn back the 
clock in just two sessions a week by a scientifically 
proven strength training program that replaces fat 
with muscle, reverses bone loss and improves energy 
and balance. 
     I interviewed Wellness Director 
Rachael Martin and Aquatics Coor-
dinator Josh Thompson at the new 
Crosslands Wellness Center to ask 
about this.  They are in total agree-
ment.  The expression ‘use it or 
lose it’ applies to muscle mass (as 
well as other things, as we know).  
This program will enable you to 
keep on doing things you enjoy.  
For example, if you like golf, 
Rachael and Josh will show you 
exercises that will help to improve 
your game.  If you’re a gardener, 
other exercises will enable you to 
get down on the ground and, espe-
cially, up again.   
     I really like the water. The water exercises are so 
much fun that I’m now in the pool 3-4 times a week.   
Working out in the pool has less impact on the joints 
than land exercises; with my ankle replacement, the 
support of the water is the equivalent of wearing a 
therapeutic boot.  Josh says that 15 minutes of water 
walking is equivalent to 45 minutes of land walking.  
And the new Crosslands pool is salt water - softer on 
the skin and bathing suits. 
     Of course, walking the Cartmel roads and trails, 
walking in a mall or walking anywhere, as long as 
we are consistent, is excellent too (see Hedy, Duncan 
and Art as role models). 
     Rachael told me that only 15 to 20 minutes two or 
three times a week will maintain our fitness once we 
reach our goal.  She devises personal routines for 
each of us who requests it.  Is there really any reason 
(other than sheer inertia) not to get into this good 
habit? 

Suzanne Van Vechten 
Photos by Suzanne Van Vechten. 

 
PS:  Kendal has a terrific Wellness Center too, under 
the guidance of Suzanne Stevens, Director, and Kilee 
Rowits, Aquatics Coordinator.  Fortunately, we have 
the option of using either of the two Centers.    

The Barns-Brinton House at 300 
 

     In 1714 William Barns, a local blacksmith in 
Pennsbury Twp., built a spacious brick building on 
“ye Great Road to Nottingham” (current Route 1) 
hoping to establish a tavern for travelers going be-
tween Baltimore and Philadelphia. In 1722 Barns re-
ceived a tavern license, which was renewed annually 
until 1731 (except for 1728 when the license was 
“not allowed” because Barns was in financial diffi-
culty). Barns died in 1731, in debt ,and the house was 
sold several times 
until 1753 when 
James Brinton, 
grandson of Wil-
liam Brinton 
(builder of the Wil-
liam Brinton, 1704 
House), purchased 
the house.  During 
the Battle of Bran-
dywine, James 
Brinton’s house 
was “ransacked” by Knyphaussen’s troops as they 
marched to Chadds Ford from Kennett; Brinton filed 
war claims for damages.  In the 1850s, James Brin-
ton’s descendants built a substantial nineteenth-
century style home on the hill across the road, and the 
tavern-turned-residence became a tenant house for 
more than a hundred years.  Andrew Wyeth’s Tenant 
Farmer shows the house as it was in the late 1950s.  
     By the late 1960s, the house was derelict and on 
the verge of demolition when the Chadds Ford His-
torical Society purchased the property and restored 
the structure as the Barns-Brinton House.  Fortunate-
ly, because it was primarily a tenant property, very 
little was done to the interior and most of the interior 
paneling and woodwork, including the front door, are 
original, as is all the metalwork in the house.     Re-
stored to its original purpose as a tavern, the building 
has a private side (parlor and bedroom) and a public 
side (tavern room, sleeping room for travelers and an 
attic for drovers).  The house, with its diamond-
patterned gable and Flemish bond brickwork accentu-
ated with black headers is almost “on” Route 1, next 
to the Chaddsford Winery.  The road was moved be-
hind the house in 1938.   

Continued on page 5 

Rachael Martin 

Josh 
Thompson 

Barnes-Brinton House  circa 2000 
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Meadow and Woods 
 

     Spring has come at last. It has been welcome to be 
able to open windows that have been firmly closed 
during this colder than normal winter. I suspect that 
spring is later this year, but we are told that the best 
weather will come in mid to late May when it will be 
drier and warmer with lots of opportunities to get out 
and enjoy our own woods and meadow! 
     The Meadow has had its first mowing. Mark has 
introduced a slightly different mowing regime to en-
courage the warm season grasses and the native flow-
ering plants without interrupting the nesting of birds 
too much.  
     All the trails are now open including the West 
Woods. Remember that our trails are truly woodland 
trails so there are lots of leaves. Our committee mem-
bers have cut back all the large trees that had fallen 
across the trails, but there will still be some small 
branches. So please enjoy the trails but watch where 
you are walking. If you find any parts of the trails 
that you consider somewhat hazardous, please let me 
know and we will try to remedy the situation. 
     Listen for the woodpeckers and the cardinals with 
their distinctive calls. I wish I could identify more 
bird song. Is there anyone who could lead a walk and 
help those of us interested to identify our birds?  
     We should be aware of Lyme Disease and the mi-
nute deer ticks that carry this horrible bacterial dis-
ease. Ticks are most plentiful in areas where wood-
lands transition into meadows or yards. They are of-
ten found in tall grass, gardens or mulch beds. Deer 
paths through the woods are often loaded with ticks.  
     When you are in such areas you need to be espe-
cially vigilant to prevent a tick from attaching to your 
body. Insect repellents such as sprays containing per-
methrin or DEET are very helpful. It is easier to spot 
the tiny ticks when you are wearing light colored 
clothing. Long pants tucked into socks and long-
sleeved shirts also reduce direct skin exposure. Pets 
can also bring ticks into the house so tick collars or 
applications of Frontline™, Preventic™ or Top 
Spot™ will minimize this risk. 
     By dressing appropriately and checking yourself 
carefully when you get home, you can be fairly cer-
tain that you will avoid contracting Lyme Disease. 
Don’t get put off enjoying being outside in our Mead-
ow and Woods. There are also so many other beauti-
ful parks and gardens open to the public around us in 
Chester County to enjoy. 

 

Duncan Allison 

Landscape Committee 
Ash Tree Update 

 

     They’re on the march! The effectively destructive 
little insects first noted in 2002 in Michigan have 
gnawed their way eastward until the results of their 
work have been found in Bucks and Montgomery 
counties in 2012 and beyond.  
     Articles from various sources warn that Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania is under siege from this small, glit-
tery green insect known as the emerald ash borer. 
Originating in Asia, officials believe that it entered 
the US in wooden shipping material, and has since 
killed nearly every ash tree in its path, so far amount-
ing to tens of millions. Entomologists and arborists 
cited in an article in The Philadelphia Inquirer de-
scribe this phenomenon as a tidal wave, surpassing 
Dutch elm disease and the chestnut blight in terms of 
damage to trees. There is also an aspect of stealth to 
the process, since the insect is difficult to detect and 
an infestation may go unnoticed for three or more 
years, when, of course, it is too late. 
     So, that’s the bad news in a nutshell. But, before 
pushing a collective panic button, this would be a 
good time to be reminded that several years ago, the 
KCC Grounds Staff was already thinking about the 
effects the emerald ash borer could have on our cam-
puses. A meeting was held at Crosslands which 
served as an introduction to residents about the up-
coming “plague.”  A little later, each community per-
formed a census of ash trees on its campus. At Cart-
mel, this was staffed by members of the Landscape 
Committee, who counted and measured the girth of 
trees in managed landscape areas. Following a priori-
ty list, an arborist treated the trees by chemical injec-
tion (a treatment that will need to be repeated after 3 
years).  
     While the ash tree may not have the majestic 
properties of a giant oak or the beautiful flowering 
habits of the weeping cherry, it is a nice, all-purpose 
tree that blends into most landscapes and would be 
missed if it became extinct. Not only that, it is a val-
ued source of wood for Louisville Slugger baseball 
bats!                         

Trudy Warren 
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Classic Scones 
   

     The earliest mention of scones 
was in the 16th century as un-
sweetened quick breads. (Quick 
breads are made without yeast.) 
Yeast was expensive years ago 
and perishable. It wasn't until the 

mid 20th century that dry yeast became available.  
     This recipe is for a rich, sweet, biscuit-like con-
fection.  But there usually is a difference between a 
biscuit and a scone, and that is the addition of sugar 
and eggs in the scone preparation.  
     All- purpose flour is used because it produces a 
light, feathery result. The heavy cream and butter 
create the delicious flavor while eggs add the rich 
color. This simple recipe can be customized as a 
sweet or a savory scone by the additions chosen. The 
baker is only limited by his imagination, because the 
dried fruits, nuts, herbs, meats, cheeses and teas cre-
ate a wonderful variety of scones. 
 

1¾ cups all-purpose flour 
2¼ tsp baking powder   
½ tsp salt 
1 Tbsp. sugar 
½ cup currants or raisins  
¼ cup butter, cubed 
⅓ cup heavy cream 
2 large eggs beaten, saving 2 Tbsps. to brush the tops 
of scones before baking 
 

 Heat the oven to 350º.  Toss all of the dry ingre-
dients together in a large bowl. With a pastry cutter 
or your fingers mix the butter into the flour mixture 
until the butter pieces look like flour covered peas.  
Make a well in the dry ingredients, adding the cream 
and the eggs. Mix, but handle the mixture as little as 
possible, do not overwork. Turn out onto a lightly 
floured board and form into an 8” round, ¾”-1” 
thick. Remember that each time you rework the 
dough, more flour is absorbed. The natural gluten in 
the flour is activated, creating an undesirable tough 
crust. Brush the tops with the reserved egg and sprin-
kle with sugar or salt. With a sharp knife cut into 8 to 
10 wedges, place on an ungreased baking sheet. Put 
them in the oven as soon as they are cut to insure the 
best rise. Bake until golden, about 15 minutes. It is 
recommended to wait a few minutes before eating as 
the texture improves as the scone cools and becomes 
more firm. Then you have a perfect scone, a combi-
nation of a soft flaky interior and a crispy exterior. 
     If you have scones left over after 3 days, slice 
them into ½”-1” wide pieces, add a little sugar on 

both sides and bake @ 350º for 5 minutes on each 
side. Now you have biscotti.  Enjoy! 
  

Connie Schappell 

     The house is open weekends beginning the Satur-
day before Memorial Day through  the Sunday before 

Labor Day.  The 
Chadds Ford Histori-
cal Society will be 
celebrating the Barns-
Brinton House’s three 
hundredth anniver-
sary throughout 2014 
with a series of 
events, beginning 
with a community 

day on June 21st. 

George Franz 

Barnes-Brinton House 
Continued from page 3 

Barnes-Brinton House circa 1900 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 Cornelia Gromadzki May 8 
 Mary Brenemen May 12 
 Bev Brookes May 13 
 Carl Nieberle May 14 
 Johanne Strahan May 14 
 Betsy Pusey May 18 
 Phil Mathias May 20 
 Jean Hauser May 27 
 June Lunney June 1 
 Nancy Wells June 2 

Cartmel Garage Door Mural Festival 
June 1 - 6 

Theme - “Holidays” 
 

Award Ceremony June 6, 4:30 p.m. @ Joyce Parrett’s 
Water based paints and brushes available from 

Joyce Parrett  
per Louise Loening 
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Chester County Art Association:      
West Chester Gallery, 100 N. Bradford Ave. 
 
Timlyn Vaughan (Dianne’s son): Solo Show  
 
 Now through May 22 
        Tuesdays - Saturdays 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

                                             
  

 

Chester County Studio Tour : 77 artists showing in 34 studios 
Maps and Information available at www.chestercountystudiotour.com, or contact Dianne Vaughan for information.  
Several Cartmelians will be going on Saturday. Original art will be available for sale at a discount at each studio. 
 
  Sat May 17       10 a.m. - 6 p.m.               Sun May 18     11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 
Delaware Theatre Company 200 Water St., Wilmington DE.   Added performance: 
 

 Burt & Me, a new musical based on the music of Burt Bacharach  
 & Lyrics of Hal David 
   
 May 7 - May 18  Check www.delawaretheatre.org for show times.   
 Call 302-594-1100 to get tickets at senior discount rate.  
 
 
Longwood Gardens. Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Open Air Theatre  

 
June 13 & 14 at 8 p.m.     The Savoy Company offers a double bill- Trial by Jury & The Sorcerer 
                            Tickets available at www.savoy.org or 215-735-7161.  $25 for members 
 
People’s Light & Theatre. 39 Conestoga Rd. Malvern, PA    
Tickets available at peopleslight.org or by calling 610-644-3500.  $26. 

 
 Woody Sez: The Life & Music of Woody Guthrie 
 May 7- 25  Wed & Thurs @ 7:30 p.m.;  
 Fri & Sat @ 8 p.m.; 
                    Sun 2 & 7 p.m. 
 
Local  musicians & the audience are invited to join the cast for a hootenanny 
following the 7:30 p.m. Thursday performances on May 8, 15 and 22.   
 
CALENDAR OF OTHER LOCAL ATTRACTIONS: 
See www.thebrandywine.com for details. 
 
Sat May 3 Annual Trout Rodeo at Anson B. Nixon Park.  N. Wal-
nut Rd, Kennett Square.   
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Tickets at event. The ponds will be stocked with 12-24” trout. Event also  
 offers  a fly-tying  demonstration, bait and fishing supplies. Proceeds support  
 the park.  
Sun May 4 35th Winterthur Point to Point Races.  Advance ticket sales only. 
10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.   See Winterthur.org for details.  The Point-to-Point is an old-fashioned  
  country race featuring horse racing, antique carriages & elegant picnicking.  
 

http://www.chestercountystudiotour.com/
http://www.delawaretheatre.org
http://www.savoy.org
http://www.thebrandywine.com
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May 8 - 10   Wilmington Flower Market, Rockford Park.  A three-day annual ritual 
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.   that benefits children’s charities. Featured are plant and flower sales,  
  distinctive boutiques and a midway for kids. Free. 
 

May 10 - 11  Brandywine River Museum. Annual Wildflower,  Native Plant & Seed Sale  
9:30 a.m.  - 4:30 p.m. Proceeds benefit the Brandywine Conservancy. Free. 
 

May 14  21st Willowdale Steeplechase.  At intersection of 926 and 82  
10 a.m. +  Charitable event features Jack Russell, pony and horse races. $25 for advance tickets,   
  $30 at the gate.  
 

May 17  A Day in Old New Castle. Private home and garden tours as well as a day of 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  living history in historic New Castle.  Tickets: $15  Free parking & shuttle  
  from the 1st Baptist Church (Rtes 141 & 273) 
 

May 17  82 Radnor Hunt Races    826 Providence Road, Malvern, PA 
1:30 p.m.  1st race  A spring tradition of steeple chasing at the Radnor Hunt. Six races feature  
  horses galloping over hurdles and timber fences for purses totaling $160,000.  
  Proceeds benefit the Brandywine Conservancy in Chadds Ford, PA. 
 

May 17 - 18  The Battle of the Brandywine 2014. Sandy Hollow (New St @ Birmingham) 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  A two day live historical battle re-enactment.  All day long demonstrations  
   and conversations with soldiers, their officers and camp followers.  Free.  
 

May 26   Chadds Ford Historical Society.  (George Franz serves on the Board) 
1 - 5 p.m.  Barns-Brinton & John Chad’s Homes Open for summer weekends 

 

Data collection and layout  by Cathy Elder 
 

 

 

Coming in June: 
 

Bayard Taylor Library  
Home and Garden Tour 

      

     Kendal-Crosslands is this year sponsoring the 
Bayard Taylor Home and Garden Tour on Satur-
day, June 7th, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Tickets ($35), 
which are limited to 500, will be on sale at the li-
brary on May 1st and the deadline for lunch at Win-
terthur ($18) is May 28.  There are eight locations 
on the tour this year, which include artwork from 
prestigious local artists.  A vendor at each house 
will have food and drink samples.  Raffle baskets in 
the  library during May include a “Downton Ab-
bey” catered tea for 6.   
     The Bayard Taylor Library supplies the Cartmel 
Book Group with “Books in a Bag” and will be 
happy to support other book groups.   
     For more information call:  (610) 444-2702 
 

 

Social Committee 
 

     The Spring Luncheon and CRA meeting will be 
held on Monday, May 19th, beginning with sparkling 
cider and treats in the William Penn Room at 12:00 
noon.  This will be followed by lunch consisting of a 
choice of chicken or salmon served in the dining 
room annex at 1:00 p.m.  Look for an invitation de-
signed and printed by Carolyn Johnston.   
 

     Hosts for No Frills gatherings are as follows: 
 

May 9 June Lunney 
May 23 Cathy and Tom Elder 
June 13 Dianne Vaughan 
 

     A host is needed for  August  8 .  Please contact 
Betsy Young or Bev Brookes if you  are able to host 
that date.   
     The biennial Art Stroll will be held in the fall giv-
ing artists and craftspeople more time to finish their 
work.  More  participants will be most welcome.   
 

Connie Schappell and Dianne Vaughan 
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Cartmel Coming Events 
  

Sat May 3 Singles Breakfast 
Tues May 6 Party Bridge - Host D. Schreyer 
Wed May 7 Cartmel Book Group 
Fri May 9 No Frills - Host J. Lunney 
Tues May 13 Party Bridge - Host M. Rice 
Mon May 19 CRA Meeting/Spring Luncheon 
Mon May 19 Strategic Plan update - Kendal 
Tues May 20 Party Bridge - Host  N. Camp 
Wed May 21 Strategic Plan update - 
    Crosslands 
Fri May 23 No Frills Hosts - Elders 
Tues May 27 Party Bridge - Host E. Cluff 
Wed May 21 Duplicate Bridge - TBA 
June 1 - 6 Garage Door Mural Festival 
Tues June 3 Party Bridge - Host Gebhards 
Wed June 4 Cartmel Book Group 
Fri June 6 Garage Door Mural Award 
    Ceremony @ 4:30 p.m.  #28 
Sat June 7 Singles Breakfast 
  

Regularly Scheduled Activities 
 

No Frills Get Togethers - Usually Second and 
fourth Fridays at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Daytime Party Bridge - Every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. 
in the William Penn Lounge.  Advance reservations 
required.  Contact - Dottie Sarr. 
Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every third 
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. except during June, July and 
August.  Advance reservations required.  Contact -  
Bev or Sid Brookes. 
The Cartmel Book Group meets every first 
Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. in the Lucretia Mott Center 
at Crosslands.  No reservations required.  Contact - 
Cathy Elder. 
Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first Sat-
urday at 8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just come 

Charitable Contributions 
Where does your money  

actually go? 
 

When you donate money or appreciat-
ed stock to a qualified charitable or-

ganization you may realize tax advantages depending 
on your tax bracket and whether you itemize.  As al-
ways, it is best to check with your financial advisor 
regarding the tax benefits of charitable donations.  
The next question is do you know how your money is 
used by the charity?  Listed below are several web-
sites which give you the tools to find out.  One of the 
best I have found is www.charitynavigator.org.  This 
independent organization evaluates the financial 
health, accountability and transparency of many char-
itable organizations.  There is also a wealth of infor-
mation on this site including some specifically for 
older donors on how to handle solicitations from 
charities, such as: 
 

 Beware of phone solicitations – ask what percent-
age of the donation actually goes to the charity.  
Better yet, ask that information about the charity 
be mailed to you and/or ask that they remove you     
from their contact list. 
 
 

 Don’t donate just because you receive a gift with 
the solicitation.  It is considered a “gift” to you. 
 

 Make sure your donation is tax deductible: to ei-
ther a 501(c)(3) organization (registered as a non-
profit with the IRS) or one of the other categories 
recognized by the IRS that is tax deductible. 
 

 Research the charity to be sure it is providing at 
least 75% (preferably more) of the donated funds 
to its programs and services.  Compare ratings to 
similar charitable groups.  Make sure the charity 
is not providing/selling your personal information 
to other groups.  
 

 Other similar useful websites are: 
   

 
PA Department of State -  
 www.dos.state.pa.us/charities 
  

 Bureau of Charitable Organizations –  
 Financial Profiles (800) 732-0999 
  The PA Department of State phone number 

 above may be used to report complaints about 
 improper conduct by charitable organizations, 
 professional fundraising counsels, or profes-
 sional solicitors. 

 

Better Business Bureau - www.bbb.org/us/charity 
  
If you have any questions about how to use the web-

sites, please give me a call. 
 

Wynne Wharry 


