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In This Issue 

 

From the President 
 
     Summer is normally considered a “down” time for CRA activities.  
However, that does not seem to be the case this past summer.  Although 
we don’t have Residents’ meetings in July and August, a number of activi-
ties continued.  For example, the Caring Committee continued to carry out 
its activities throughout the summer welcoming new residents, providing 
meals where needed, etc.  They are also at work on a revised version of the 
Cartmel Companion.  The Social Committee sponsored the July 4th picnic 
and continues to coordinate the No Frills Friday socials through the sum-
mer.  The Landscape Committee did not meet, but a sub committee has 
been working on the plans for the front entrance and its Chair, Sandy 
Neufeld, has been caring for the gardens around Old Stone.  She has also 
diligently watered the Coleus garden she planted at the corner of Ulverston 

and Ingleton to hide the winter 
damage to the plantings around 
the utility box located there.  
Hopefully the perennials will 
rejuvenate and cover the utility 
box and the summer watering 
chore will be a one-year pro-
ject. 
     Of course we all know the 
Communications Committee 
continues its work throughout 
the summer as we get the fre-
quent email notices from Art 

Joyce.  Meadow and Woods had at least two work parties clearing trails.  
It is also at work trying to determine future plans for the trails as it deals 
with fewer workers and more and more Mile a Minute and Privet to get  
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Happy Birthday 
 

 Elise Parker September 05 

 Suzanne Van Vechten September 10 

 Joe Young September 20 

 Ed Brenemen September 29 

 Jim Waddell October  06 

(continued from page 1) 
 
under control.  Obviously the Courier crew was working 
because we have this newsletter. 
     Sam Wharry and I participated in the interviews for 
the new KCC Facilities Director and were pleased when 
Chuck Mack was offered the position.  He has been in-
vited to attend our September 28th meeting so we can in-
troduce him and get his initial take on his new responsi-
bilities.  As president, I represented Cartmel at two meet-
ings of the KCC Board of Directors. I am sure there are a 
number of other activities of residents and committees 
that I have left out of this quick summary.  The bottom 
line is that we were, in fact, quite active over the summer. 
     I am looking forward to an interesting year as we con-
tinue having committee meetings, social activities, and 
welcoming a number of new residents to Cartmel. 
 Finally, if you are looking for something to do the 
weekend AFTER Labor Day (Sept 12 and 13), visit the 
50th anniversary edition of Chadds Ford Days, which is 
held in the meadow across from the John Chads House on 
Creek Road in downtown Chadds Ford.  Enjoy music, 
crafts, demonstrations, food from local restaurants and 
local beer and wine.   George Washington, Ben Franklin 
and the 1st Delaware and 2nd PA Regiments will be there.  
Grandkids and dogs are free.  Look for me in the red shirt.  
Come enjoy an old time country fair. 
 

George Franz 

Social Committee 
 

     The last meeting of the Social Committee was to 
plan our July 4th Picnic.  Now we are looking for-
ward to our next meeting in November to make 
plans for our Holiday Luncheon. The time will be 
here before we know it! 
     The Fourth of July Picnic went off without a 
hitch.  We thank everyone for their help and wonder-
ful food.  What great cooks we have here at Cart-
mel!!  Stay tuned for more details on our Holiday 
Luncheon. 
     In the meantime our No Frills continue.  Hosts 
for September 11 are Cathy and Tom Elder and for 
September 25  our host is Ellen Strober. 
 

Connie Schappell and Dianne Vaughan 

 

 

 
Scenes from a great 4th of July Picnic 

 

Photos by Wynne Wharry 
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Cartmel Courier 

 
The Courier is published monthly (except during July, August 
and December) by the residents of Cartmel, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348 and reflects their opinions and views.  
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Peggy Newton, Joyce Parrett, Suzanne Van Vechten, Trudy 
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Neufeld, Suzanne Van Vechten,  Dianne Vaughan, Wynne 
Wharry 
Staff Artists - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Charles Strahan, 
Janet Waddell, Carolyn Johnston 
Production/Distribution  -  Marjie and Bob Dewey 
 
Deadline for all  copy:  25th of the preceding month. 

other parent was M. liliflora 'Nigra' with a reddish purple 
upright bloom.  For some of the hybrids a form called 
Magnolia liliflora 'Reflorescens' was used and this obvi-
ously had a tendency to rebloom.  The National Arbore-
tum website notes that many in the series rebloom.   
    We also learned that Nan Naeve has a summer bloom-
ing magnolia.  Nan says that after its spring bloom it has 
sporadic bloom during the summer and on into the fall.  
The coloration is much like the Elder's tree, but Nan's is 
daintier in all its parts -- trunk, leaves, and pods are in 
good scale for the front yard of her house.  This may also 
be one of the Little Girl series.  We will have fun watch-
ing them both for more clues as to their identities as well 
as watching the many other interesting trees that are com-
ing to light in our Tree ID project.   

 

Ruth Joyce 

Landscape Committee 
 

 On August 19th Casey Groff, KCC Horticultural 
Supervisor, and Mark Swick, KCC Grounds Supervisor, 
presented their plan to the Landscaping Entrance Sub-
committee and George Franz for the landscaping in 
front of the new entrance walls and also for plantings 
along the Ulverston Drive entrance way.  Casey and 
Mark hope to be able to install the foundation plantings 
this fall.  Thank you all in advance for your patience with 
this process. The plan will be available to view at the 
Landscape Committee (9/1), Executive Committee and 
Chairs (9/24) and CRA (9/28)  meetings.  
     We are sad to report that the beautiful big cherry tree 
on the hillside overlooking the entrance was fatally dam-
aged when it was struck by lightning in a storm this sum-
mer and has been removed.  
 

Sandy Neufeld 

Cartmel TREE ID Reminder 
 

     Please email the tree inventory for your residence to 
Sandy Neufeld, Ruth Joyce and Jim Swasey (or drop 

off in Sandy’s Mailbox #19) by September 15th. 
 
      Tree ID Meeting – Wednesday, September 23rd, 
3:30 p.m. at the Crosslands Nature Library. 

 

Magnolias in July! 
 

     As part of the ongoing Cartmel Tree ID program, we 
have learned of a summer blooming magnolia at Tom 
and Cathy Elder's house.  After the first bloom in the 
spring there is a significant flush of bloom again in late 
July -- many blooms all over the tree! The blooms we 
saw this past July were furled and a reddish purple color 
with some white.  Cathy said that they open into more of 
a tulip shape in the spring.  We saw handsome foliage 

and green pods.   
     Our research led us to a 
group of eight magnolias 
called informally "The Girl" 
or the "Little Girl" series (all 
with girl's names) that were 
developed at the National 
Arboretum in the 1950s.  
The goal was to hybridize 
magnolias which bloom late 
enough in the spring to es-
cape frost damage. One of 
the parents chosen was a 

pink form of the Star Magnolia (M. stellata 'Rosea').  The 

July bloom at Elders 
Photo by Ruth Joyce 

Pod and foliage  at Elders’ (left) and foliage at  Nan’s 
Photos by Ruth Joyce 
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Migration Season at Hawk Mountain 
 

     The migration season at Hawk Mountain begins in 
mid August and continues into December, but the major 
flights of bald eagles, ospreys, and broad wing hawks are 
in September. Some of these flights are spectacular.  The 
view is always spectacular. 
     At the end of each day the Sanctuary has a telephone 
report (610-756-6000) about the day’s flight and the pre-
diction for the next day.   
     Weekends tend to be very busy, but during the week 
things are more relaxed.  A new wheelchair-accessible 
trail to the South Lookout just opened, but the trail to the 
North Lookout provides a better view and much greater 
exercise. 
     More information can be obtained at the website 
www.hawkmountain.org. 
 

Ferd Thun  

Meadow and Woods 
Battling with Nature 

 
     This summer has experienced a good mix of sun and 
rain so that the grass has remained green throughout the 
summer, and trees and shrubs have put on significant ex-
tension growth. However those very favorable growth 
conditions have provided challenges to your Meadow and 
Woods committee and, of course, to Mark Swick and his 
crew who have responsibility for all the KCC grounds. 
     Let’s take the meadow first. The two areas planted last 
October have been a distinct disappointment.  Remember 
they were sprayed repeatedly during the last growing sea-
son to kill the germinating grass seedlings.  Clearly there 
was a huge seed bank in the soil which produced lots of 
early and later germinating grasses so that the new plants 
never had a chance to survive. Only a few clumps of the 
more vigorous grasses did survive. 
     Mark is planning some trials to find some techniques 
which will give us the best survival of any native peren-
nials we plant to provide islands of interest and color in 
our meadow. 
     These same favorable growth conditions encouraged 
privet, vines, stiltgrass and other plants to grow in the 
open space provided by our trails. It has been tough to 
keep up with the encroaching vegetation and keep the 
trails not only open but pleasant to walk along.   
     The severe storms we have witnessed have brought 
down several trees to block the trails. Six fallen trees had 
to be removed from the North Woods alone in the early 
summer and later storms brought down trees on Charlie’s 
trail – see photo.  
     These challenges are the reason for the survey M & W 
committee member June Lunney has sent out to all Cart-
mel residents. We cannot maintain all our current trails. 

We need to know how many people do use the trails and 
which of our trails are of greatest interest so that we can 
focus our efforts accordingly.  
     Please respond to the survey if you have not already 
done so as we need to know which of the trails you like 
to use or if you really do not like to walk on any of the 
trails. Be honest! 

 

Duncan Allison 

 

Caring Committee 
 
     As current chair of the Caring Committee, I am very 
appreciative of the continued support of the original vol-
unteers, which has provided for a smooth transition.  I 
also want to recognize four new members on the Caring 
Committee:  Ellen Strober, Sandy Slaymaker, Claudia 
Silvia and Wynne Wharry.   
     On the 4thof July, Bob Dewey had a fall which re-
quired major surgery on his right arm and shoulder. He 
has been slowly recovering from the surgery and is now 
doing physical therapy several times a week.  Though 
progress is slow, he anticipates a full recovery and would 
like to thank the many residents for their cards and well 
wishes  Don't let your humerus get to you!    
     A number of new residents  are in the process of mov-
ing to Cartmel this summer: Bob and Peggy Cole,  Den-
nis and Cynthia Arrouet, Tony and Jane Wahl,   
 and Claudia Lewis, who became Claudia Lewis Silvia 
in July and is joining her husband Pete Silvia.  Our 
warmest congratulations. 
     Welcome to our newest members!  We look forward 
to getting to know you all and for you to get to know us 
and this caring community. 
 

Johanne Strahan 

Cartmel trail with downed tree 
Photo by Duncan Allison 
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Property Committee 
 
     The property committee will be meeting in early Sep-
tember to begin the work year.  The following is an up-
date on the summertime projects.  
      In August, a letter was sent out to all residents re-
garding alternate electric energy suppliers.  This allows 
us to select an alternate to PECO for electrical generation 
suppliers. PECO will still send us one bill for distribution 
charges and other fees, as well as the cost for the selected 
electrical genera-
tion supplier. The 
charges can re-
sult in significant 
savings over 
PECO charges.  
If you did not 
receive your let-
ter, let me know 

and I will get you a 
second copy.  
     The construction 
of our new entrance 
wall is moving 
along.  By the time 
you read this (1 
Sept) the construc-
tion phase should 
be complete, and 
we will move into 
the landscaping 

phase. A separate sub-committee under the Cartmel 
Landscape Committee will be working with Casey Groff 
to complete the plantings as appropriate to this fall and 
annuals next spring. 
    Approvals have finally been granted for the repairs to 
the water retention system in the meadow.  Pennsbury 
Township has agreed that we are repairing the old system 
and not building a new one.  That means we have to re-
pair the system only to original design parameters rather 
than those for 2015. That should result in significant cost 
and construction time savings.  KCC is awaiting a second 
bid and hopes to move the project ahead swiftly.  It 
should be finished this fall and be within this year’s capi-
tal budget. 
     A change in direction has occurred with the program 
for outside access stairways to basements. Problems with 
the proposed “plastic” replacement unit have made fur-
ther consideration neither cost nor performance effective. 
While work continues to correct the three basement ac-
cesses that required major renovation (two with major 
water leakage and one with stairway collapse, all with 
“plastic” Bilco doors), a new plan is being evaluated 
moving forward. Some basements will get a new weath-
erproof, insulated door for the lower basement entry. 

point. Most Bilco steel doors at the top of the stairs will 
be painted and those needing replacement will be re-
placed in kind with a steel door.  This program may begin 
this fall but is probably targeted for next spring.  A test 
installation consisting of a new insulated basement entry 
door and a new outside Bilco steel door is currently being 
put in one Cartmel unit.  
 

Sam Wharry 

 
Cartmel Choices Group 

 
     As previously reported, an informal group of Cartme-
lians has been meeting to explore common concerns 
about negotiating our health care system in the later 
years of life.  After some discussion, the group has ini-
tially focused on resources needed to age in place at 
Cartmel.  Various members have researched available 
services in the areas of personal care, in-home medical 
care and therapy, hospice, case management, home mod-
ifications, transportation, food and meals, bill paying etc. 
These findings have been shared in our summer meet-
ings and by e-mail with those who’ve expressed interest 
in the group’s activities.  
     At the same time, members of the group have begun 
to coordinate with the Choices groups at Kendal and 
Crosslands so that Cartmelians can participate in their 
offerings for 2015-2016.  Those plans haven’t been final-
ized as yet but will be shared as soon as they become 
available.   One event is certain.  Kendal had asked June 
Lunney to re-present her talk Pathways at the End of 
Life: There’s More Than One Way to Go, so anyone who 
missed it or wants to rehear it gets another chance on 
Oct. 15.  
     The next meeting is scheduled for 2 pm, Thursday, 
Sept. 3, at Mott House.  We will have a speaker, Patricia 
Maisano, founder of IKOR, a Kennett Square based firm 
offering advocacy and life management services for sen-
iors.  Ms. Maisano has over twenty years of experience 
in managing short term health crises and long term care 
issues for the elderly.   Her presentation will be followed 
by a showing of a presentation by Ken Dycktwald, enti-
tled Maturity Re-imagined, originally offered at the 
American Society for Aging, 2015 conference.   
     All of the group’s meetings are open to all.  Please 
contact Cathy Elder at cathyelder@yahoo.com or 484-
770-8442 if you plan to go to the Sept. 3 meeting.   We 
need a count of participants to make sure we have 
enough chairs.   Thanks.  
 

Cathy Elder 

Photos by Wynne Wharry 
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A Paean to Pluto 
 
We look up in the sky, as 
Pluto goes round and around 
Whoa-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho 
 
‘cause planets they are round 
And you can bet that Pluto is 
As he goes around and around 
Whoa- ho-h-ho-ho-ho 
 
And he circles in the sky 
Like all the planets do 
Deedle-dee-dee-dee-dee 
 
Then he pops out here 
And pops out there 
Whoa-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho 
 
In the Solar System 
Anything’s fair 
Whoa-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho 
 
Now look at that planet move 
In the darkness of the sky 
Whoa-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho 
 
You can take a telescope 
And watch that fellow lope 
Deedle-dee-dee-dee-dee 
 
So you surely must admit 
That he’s really quite a guy 
Whoa-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho 
 
As Pluto goes round and around 
Whoa-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho. 
 
 Sgt. Lewis 
 
Apologies are in order to Tommy Dorsey, Guy Lombar-
do, Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald, Louis Prima, Mel 
Tormé, and numerous others. 

HELP!  A volunteer is needed from Cartmel to be a 
Roving Mike at community events.  Please contact Ray 
Firmin, 610-388-0108, if you would be willing to help. 

 I call my friend Hedy (left) the 
“Pie-eyed Piper of Cartmel”  She 
is a good sport!     

Sgt. Lewis 
 

Photo by Sandy Neufeld 

Insalata Caprese - Tomato and  
Mozzarella Salad 

 
     In 1893 the Supreme Court had to 
decide if the tomato was a fruit or a 
vegetable, for taxes would have been 
levied by the Tariff Act if it was de-
clared a fruit.  This versatile vegetable 
is said to be one of the favorites in the 

American kitchen. The tomato should be stored at room 
temperature to ensure the best texture and flavor, but a 
brief stint in the fridge won't create a mealy tomato.  Al-
ways use a serrated knife when cutting the tomato, sea-
soning only fifteen minutes before serving. 
 We all know that a ripe tomato with a splash of Bal-
samic vinegar and a pinch of coarse salt is a tasty salad 
but take those ingredients to the next level with this reci-
pe. Here you get all of the essential tastes in a single 
mouthful.   
 

4 large ripe tomatoes 
12 ounces fresh mozzarella cheese   
1½ cup basil leaves   
½ cup extra virgin olive oil 
Balsamic vinegar to taste * 
Coarse salt to taste 
 

     Cut the tomatoes into ½ inch slices and the mozzarella 
into ¼ inch slices.  Arrange alternating slices on an at-
tractive platter.  Chop or slice the basil leaves and sprin-
kle over the tomato and mozzarella.  Drizzle the olive oil 
and Balsamic vinegar over the salad and sprinkle with 
coarse salt to taste.  Enjoy! 
 
* Balsamic vinegar originated in Italy in the Middle Ag-
es. True traditional balsamic vinegar is made from a re-
duction of  pressed and cooked white Trebbiano and 
Lambrusco grapes. The best is aged in wooden barrels for 
at least twelve years, and the  most costly has been aged 
for twenty five years. The vinegar contains no balsam, 
but the word means balsam-like in the sense of curative 
or restorative. 

 
Connie Schappell 
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Longwood Gardens Performance 2015-2016 Series   

Tickets available at Visitor’s Center, by calling 215-893-1999 or online at http://longwoodgardens.org/
events-and-performances.  Prices are shown as (member/ nonmember).  Performances which have already 
sold out are not listed below.  
 

Oct 25 1 p.m. John Richardson   Organist   Free 
Nov 20 8 p.m. Le Vent du Nord   Quebecois folk music  ($30/$35) 
Nov  21 8 p.m. Peter Conti    Longwood Organist  ($30/$35) 
Dec 1 8 p.m. Lionheart    Vocal chamber music  ($32/$38)  
Jan 30 8 p.m. Rhonda Vincent &  Bluegrass   ($30/$35) 
   The Rage 
Feb 6 2 p.m. Peter Conti   Organ Lecture and Demo Free 
Feb 11 8 p.m. Time for Three  String trio   ($36/$42) 
Feb 19 8 p.m. James O’Donnell  Organist,Westminster Abbey ($30/$35) 
Feb 20 8 p.m. Sybarite5   String quartet   ($20/$25) 
Feb   21,28 1 p.m. Curtis Student Recitals     Free 
& Mar. 5 
Feb 26 8 p.m. Altan    Irish music   ($34/$40) 
Mar 8 8 p.m. Wellington International Ukulele Orchestra   ($32/$38) 
Mar 10 8 p.m. Hot Sardines   Jazz    ($32/$38) 
Mar 20 1 p.m. Neil Harmon   Organist   Free 
Mar 24 8 p.m. Pablo Ziegler's Quartet Latin Jazz   ($32/$38) 
    for New Tango  
Mar 31 8 p.m. Mnozil Brass   Jazz    ($34/$40) 
Apr  2 8 p.m. Paul Jacobs   Organist   ($30/$35) 
Apr 3 7:30 p.m. Kennett Symphony      ($35-40/40-45) 
Apr 8 8 p.m. Venice Baroque Orchestra     ($36/$42) 
Apr 17 3 p.m. Rebecca Kleintop Owens Organist   Free 
Apr 22 8 p.m. Ellis & Delfeayo Marsalis Jazz    ($38/$45) 
Apr 24 3 p.m. Eric Plutz   Organist   Free 
May 5 8 p.m. Yefim Bronfman  Piano    ($36/$42) 

 

Chadds Ford Days 
Sept 12 & 13 Meadow across from John Chads House   $10 for 18  
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Creek Road, Chadds Ford     and older 
 

Cathy Elder 
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Cartmel Coming Events 

 
Wed Sept 2 Cartmel Book Group 
Sat Sept 5 Cartmel Singles Breakfast 
Fri Sept 11 No Frills - Hosts Elders 
Sat Sept 12 Chadds Ford Days 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sun Sept 13 Chadds Ford Days 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tues Sept 15 Party Bridge - Host D. Schreyer 
Tues Sept 22 Party Bridge - Host D. Sarr 
Fri Sept 25 No Frills -  Host Ellen Strober 
Mon Sept 28 CRA Meeting  Wm Penn Room 
Tues Sept 29 Party Bridge - Host  N. Camp 
Sat Oct  3 Cartmel Singles Breakfast 
Tues Oct  6 Party Bridge - Host P. Ballew 
Wed Oct  7 Cartmel Book Group 

 
Regularly Scheduled Activities 

 
No Frills Get-Togethers - Usually second and fourth 
Fridays at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Daytime Party Bridge - Every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. in 
the William Penn Lounge.  Advance reservations re-
quired.  Contact - Dottie Sarr. 
Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every fourth Wednes-
day at 1:00 p.m. except during June, July and August.  
Advance reservations required.   
Contact -  Bev or Sid Brookes. 
The Cartmel Book Group meets every first Wednes-
day at 2:30 p.m. in the Lucretia Mott Center at Cross-
lands.  No reservations required.   
Contact - Cathy Elder. 
Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first Saturday 
at 8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just come. 

Suzie’s News 
 

     Big news for us animals!  We will soon have a new 
friend moving into #14.  Our new friend is named GIN-
GER….of all names.  Now we will have two, Ginger 
Cluff and Ginger Wahl.  I hope we don’t get them 
mixed up. 
     Several of our pals had a vacation away from Cartmel.  
Hank Neufeld and Chloe Franz spent some time at the 
shore while Owen and Quinn Johnston and Benjamin 
and Shasta Slaymaker spent some time in Colechester 
Resort.  Cocoa Newton spent some quality time with 
friends across the street.  Lucy Oberly has a special 
friend she stays with while her mommy travels.  They all 
looked happy when they came home so I suppose they all 
had a good time. 

 
Cartmel Book Group 

 
Selections: 
 

Sept 2, 2015 Bailyn, Bernard.  The Barbarous 

Years: the Peopling of British North 

America:   The Conflict of Civiliza-

tions, 1600-1675 

Oct 7, 2015 Gordimer, Nadine.  The Conserva-

tionist  

 

Cathy Elder 

 
Bluebird Patrol 

 
     This has been a very average year for bluebirds.  Our 
16 boxes yielded five bluebird broods for a total of 18 
fledglings, and five tree swallow broods with 19 fledg-
lings.  Most of the successful locations were along the 
meadow on Ingleton.  The pesky wrens were a problem 
primarily on the west side of Windermere. 
     Nesting began in early April, and the last brood (in 
the box behind #1 on Ingleton) didn't fledge until late 
August. 
 

Cathy Elder and Fritz Hinz 

Suzie 

 
Kendal’s Dog Park is Coming 

 
     The Dog Park will be open to residents of the four 
Kendal-Crosslands Communities and their guests.  
Registration will be required for residents and their 
guests to receive an entrance key. 
 

Advanced registration is beginning now! 
 

Registration forms are available on the KRA and CRA 
Websites or by contacting Judy Wellington at jfwel-
lington41@gmail.com 
 
     An opening celebration is planned. Stay tuned. 


