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In This Issue 

 
From the President      

 

     

 As many of you know, Pete and I recently 

spent several weeks hiking in the rain forest 

of Tasmania. It was a unique experience in 

that there were no birds or animals but giant 

eucalyptus, a variety of  ash and some tree 

ferns. We hiked through close tunnels of 

growth with 12 other people.   

     In contrast, we took a walk to Scott's 

Pond between Kendal and Crosslands the 

other day.  What thriving life we found. A 

variety of small early blooming wood plants 

like the trout lily, trillium,  acres of yellow, 

what my mother called, mud 

hens,  emerging ferns, a pileated 

woodpecker, blue jays, and a 

nesting goose at the pond. It re-

minded us that the local attrac-

tions that we frequently ignore 

would appear exotic to visitors 

from Tasmania (and other places). 

         

          Mimi Kroon 
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 CRA Spring Luncheon  
 Monday, May 18 

12:30 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres  -  Wm. Penn Lounge 
1:00 p.m. Seating   

Crosslands Dining Room Alcove 

Eucalypts in the  

Tasmanian Bush 

Spring in Cartmel 
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Happy Birthday 

 
 Mary Breneman  May 12 

 Bev Brookes   May 13 

 Carl Nieberle   May 14 

 Johanne Strahan  May 14 

 Betsy Pusey   May 18 

 Phil Mathias   May 20 

 Charmaine Gates  May 21 

 Jean Hauser   May 27 

 June Lunney   Jun   01 

 Renee Overholser  Jun   09 

  

  

 
Caring Committee  

 
    A warm welcome to our newest Cartmel resi-

dents:  Sandy Slaymaker moved into Nancy 

Camp’s former residence on Ingleton Circle on 

March 26.  On April 20 Sue and Jim Swasey moved 

into Nancy Wells’ former residence becoming 

Sandy’s “roofmates.”  Charmaine and Spencer 

Gates have taken possession of  Charlie Robinson’s 

former residence on Lonsdale Lane. They are spend-

ing many of their weekends here, but will not reside 

in Cartmel full time until sometime in June.   

     I am retiring as chair of the Caring Committee, 

having served in that position for three and half 

years.  Many thanks to my wonderful committee: 

Fiona Allison, Nancy Camp, Donna Edwards, 

Kammy Franz, Carolyn Johnston, Loretta 

Knight, Hedy Knoth, Mimi Kroon, Peggy New-

ton, Sandy Neufeld, Renee Overholser, Dottie 

Sarr, Connie Schappell, Skip Taylor, Dianne 

Vaughan, Betsy Young and Wynne Wharry.  

They have made my job very easy. It has been my 

pleasure to work with such a great group of women.     

 

Beverly Brookes 

 
Municipal Primary Election 

May 19, 2015 
 

     Don't forget to vote in the Municipal Primary 

Election coming up on Tuesday, May 19.  Cartmel's 

polling place is the William Penn Room in Cross-

lands (Precinct 453, Pennsbury North 1).  Polls are 

open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  If you have voted in 

Chester County before, you are not required to show 

ID.   

 Absentee Ballot Applications are available at the 

website www.chesco.org. Click on the Voter Ser-

vices/Elections link on the left side of the screen. 

 The deadline to apply for an absentee ballot 

is 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 12 - note POST-

MARKS DO NOT APPLY  and original ap-

plications must be received (no facsimiles or 

emails). 

 All civilian voted ballots must be returned to 

the County Board of Elections Office by 5:00 

p.m. on Friday, May 15 - note POSTMARKS 

DO NOT APPLY.  If hand delivering, only 

the actual voters may return their ballot. 

 

Wynne Wharry 
 

 

Join the Fun! 

5th Annual 

Garage Door Painting Festival 
June 1 to June 5 

 

Judging by 3:00 p.m. on June 5 

Followed by an Awards  

Ceremony/Party at 4:00 p.m. 

 

The 2015 theme is Nursery Rhymes, 

Children’s Books and Stories.   

Contact Joyce Parrett for information 

and supplies. 
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Cartmel Courier 

 
The Courier is published monthly (except during July, August 

and December) by the residents of Cartmel, Kennett Square, 

PA 19348 and reflects their opinions and views.  

 

Managing Editor - Wynne Wharry 

Reporters - Hedy Knoth, Mimi Kroon, Crawford MacKeand, 

Peggy Newton, Joyce Parrett, Suzanne Van Vechten, Trudy 

Warren 

Columnists - Cathy Elder, Joan and Fritz Hinz, June Lunney, 

Connie Schappell  

Feline  Correspondent:  Suzie Vaughan 

Canine  Poet Laureate:  Sgt. Lewis  

Layout/Design  - Ruth Joyce,  Hedy Knoth, Wynne Wharry 

Copy Editors - Dick Betts, Carolyn Johnston, Ruth Joyce, Peg-

gy Newton, Renée Overholser, Ben and Suzanne Van Vechten 

Staff Photographers - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Sandy 

Neufeld, Suzanne Van Vechten,  Dianne Vaughan, Wynne 

Wharry 

Staff Artists - Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Charles Strahan, 

Janet Waddell, Carolyn Johnston 

Production/Distribution  -  Marjie and Bob Dewey, Esther 

Cidis,  Janet and Jim Waddell 

 

Deadline for all  copy:  25th of the preceding month. 

 

 

 

Chocolate Cream Cup-
cakes 

 

 Cupcakes are easy and 

fun to offer guests.  For this recipe you need to 

start with your favorite chocolate cake recipe or 

buy a box mix. If you are making  it from scratch, 

make sure to use cocoa powder and not a prepared 

powder mix for cocoa.  The mix will compromise 

the chocolate flavor.  

 

Ingredients: 

 

Cake 

Chocolate cake recipe of your choice or a box mix 

2 Tbsp. vinegar of your choice  

 

Filling 

8 ounces cream cheese  at room temperature 

1 egg 

½ cup sugar 

½ tsp salt 

8 ounces chocolate chips 

 

Preparation:  

 

 Pre-heat oven to 350º.  Prepare the cake batter 

according to the directions, adding the necessary  

2 Tbsp. vinegar.   

     Prepare the filling by mixing the cream cheese, 

egg, sugar and salt until smooth.  Add the choco-

late chips to the above cream cheese mixture and 

stir to incorporate. 

 Place cupcake papers in the muffin pan, fill the 

muffin cups half full with the cake batter, then top 

with 1 to 2 heaping  tablespoons of the cream 

cheese chocolate chip mixture. 

 Bake  for approximately 25 minutes until the 

tops are firm to the touch. 

      Frosting is not necessary, but you can sprinkle 

with confectioners sugar if desired. 

     Makes 36 delicious cupcakes.  Enjoy! 

 

Connie Schappell 
 

 Some Helpful Hints 
 

     Did you miss the recent KCC hazardous waste 

material collection? Do not despair.  The next one 

is coming in September.  There are some convenient 

alternatives. Staples will dispose of all electronics 

that you can carry in.  They will recycle used printer 

ink cartridges, and give you a $1 credit towards ink 

purchases if you have a Staples Rewards Card. 

     Do you have outdated medications? Take them 

to Crosslands or Kendal Resident Care for disposal. 

     Are you a new Cartmel Resident?  By law, if 

you moved within Pennsylvania you must report 

your change of address to Penn DOTwithin 15 days.    

If you moved from out of state you must obtain an 

PA driver’s license and PA automobile registration 

within 60 days. See www.dmv.state.pa.us for infor-

mation and application forms. 

 

Hedy Knoth 
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Visit to Hawk Mountain Sanctuary – Thursday, May 21 

 

8:15          Depart Cartmel  

10:00        Arrive at Acopian Center – Hawk Mountain research and training center 

                 Coffee 

                 Introduction – Craig George, Director of Advancement 

                 One of the center’s four PhDs will discuss raptors’ global migration and the                                                                                                       

                 center’s research and education projects 

                 Meet some of the international trainees currently learning conservation science. 

11:15       Drive to mountaintop visitor center 

                Meet with Jerry Regan, President of Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 

                View exhibits 

                Take a short walk through a native plant garden (optional) 

12:30       Drive to Irma Broun Kahn Education building 

                Lunch – compliments of Hawk Mountain 

                Short discussion of the education program that is focused on local school children 

2:00         Options 

                Leave for home 

                Drive back to visitors’ center 

                     a) Take a short walk on an easy trail through the woods to the South Lookout.  If                        

                          there are no birds, we can view the river of rocks and the distant farm land 

                     b)  For those who feel like mountain goats, continue up a rocky and steep trail to 

                          the North Lookout.  Allow an additional 1½ hours for this (Make sure your 

                          driver is one of the mountain goats) 

 

      Ferd Thun, Board of Directors, Hawk Mountain 

 

     Please contact me or  Suzanne Van Vechten to sign up if you have not already done so.  We will organ-

ize carpools. 

 
Social Committee 

     The Social Committee met to plan our Annual 

Spring Luncheon to be held on May 18th. You will 

find information and sign-up papers in your mail 

boxes.  We ask that all reservations be made by May 

8th.  There will be no reservations accepted after that 

date. 

     The dates and places for the No Frills parties are:  

May 8th at the home of Carolyn Johnston and Rich 

Betts.  Dorothy Dyck will host the gathering on 

May 22nd.  We are always looking for hosts for our 

No Frills parties.  If you would like to host this event 

over the summer months, please call Bev Brookes or 

Betsy Young for scheduling. 

        Connie Schappell and Dianne Vaughan Cartmelians whooping it up at a recent No Frills 
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Suzie’s  News 

 
     Exciting news….I am 

thrilled to report that Owen 

and Quinn Johnston partici-

pated in the American Shet-

land Sheepdog Association 

National Specialty Show in 

Fredericksburg, VA, this past 

week. Owen was awarded a 

Green Ribbon for his perfor-

mance in Novice Obedience. 

Quinn did well in his Open Class.  Good job boys! 

The Cartmel cats and dogs are proud of you.  See 

the adjacent picture of the boys with their mom dis-

playing the Green Ribbon. 

     Word has it that Chloe Franz has been under the 

weather with pancreatitis. That can happen when 

one eats six blueberry muffins all at once! It is an 

understandable mistake. Her mom and dad left the 

muffins in an open suitcase while they went  out to 

breakfast.      

    A warm welcome to 

Pippa Swasey, who has 

just moved into number 5.  

Her roofmates, Benjamin 

and Shasta Slaymaker, 

tell me they are very hap-

py here and that Benjamin 

is making a fine recovery from recent surgery. 

    I just learned that while the Deweys were away 

and had a cat sitter, Joyful, their kitty, hid under the 

bed the whole time. My brothers and I do that too 

when the housekeepers come.  

     Have you noticed Cocoa Newton is sporting a 

new hairdo?  I am sad to report that Josie and   

Muffy Hoffman have moved. We Cartmel kitties 

will miss them.  Hank Neufeld was seen helping 

his mom at Old Stone preparing the grounds for 

spring. Sergeant Lewis, your poem/song in the 

April issue of the Courier was wonderful.  I have 

been meowing it all month.  Keep on composing. 

                                                   

                    Suzie  

 
Dog Dogs at the Delaware Art Museum 

 
     Speaking of dogs, Cartmel art and pet lovers 

should not miss Dog Dogs, a special traveling ehibit 

on view at the Delaware Art Museum until May 24.  

It is a collection of 64 black and white photographs 

taken by the renowned photojournalist, Elliott Erwitt, 

between 1946 and 2004. As the museum says, 

“Funny, poignant, and beautifully composed, these 

black and white photographs of tiny Chihuahuas, in-

quisitive poodles, and glowering bulldogs record the 

relationship between us and our canine companions.”  

And Speaking of Dogs 
     Unfortunately the Delaware Art Museum is now 

in the dog house with the Association of Art Muse-

um Directors, which has asked its members not to 

lend any of their works to the museum. 

     The museum is in financial difficulties because of 

some unfortunate decisions made in the early 2000’s.  

It embarked on an ambitious expansion project 

which went way over budget.  To make up the deficit 

the museum has resorted to selling (deaccessioning 

in museum speak) some of its works.  So far they 

have sold William Holman Hunt’s “Isabella and the 

Pot of Basil” and Winslow Homer’s “Milking 

Time.”  It is rumored that the magnificent Alexander 

Calder mobile “The Black Crescent” will be next on 

the chopping block.   

       The museum has tried in vain to raise funds 

from private donors to cover the shortfall.  The for-

mer generous donors, such as the DuPont Corp. and 

various banks headquartered in Delaware, are no 

longer as generous as in the past.  The sale of the art 

works has caused  a great deal of protest among  area 

art lovers.  

Hedy Knoth 

         

Pippa 

Bluebird Patrol 
     Old Stone N. - 3 eggs; Overholser - 5 eggs; 

Knoth East - 3 eggs.  Feissner West  and Van 

Vechten -  nests under construction. 

      Out of the 14 Cartmel nests, nine were still  

vacant as of April 25. 

   Fritz Heinz .  
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Cartmel Book Group  
 

     The Cartmel book group meets at the Mott Center in Crosslands at 2:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 

each month.  All are welcome to attend, provided you’ve read the book.  Here are our book selections for the 

next few months:  

5/6/2015 Abbott, Karen.  Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy: Four Women Undercover in the Civil War   

6/3/2015 Hosseini, Khaled.   And the Mountains Echoed 

7/2/2015 Lepore, Jill.  The Mansion of Happiness: A History of Life and Death.  

9/2/2015 Bailyn, Bernard.  The Barbarous Years: the Peopling of British North America: 

      The Conflict of Civilizations, 1600-1675 

10/7/2015 Gordimer, Nadine.  The Conservationist  

11/4/2015 Doerr, Anthony.  All the Light We Cannot See  

12/2/2015 Munro, Alice.   Dear Life   

Cathy Elder  

 
Landscape Committee 

Road Edge Repair 
 

     Along with Mark Swick, several of us inspected 

the Cartmel roadside edges damaged after this past 

harsh winter – Jean Hauser, Liz Thun, Joe Young 

and I.  Sam and Wynne Wharry had already done a 

walk around, marking where there was drainage, road 

salt, or car  and truck damage.  This gave us a helpful 

blueprint from which to start.     

     Mark’s men had previously aerated the edges, put-

ting down gypsum to help counteract the salt damage.  

It was decided to engage our contractor, Ruppert, to 

add soil mixed with grass seed and Pennmulch along 

the edges damaged by salt, and to water once a week 

until the grass took root.  Where the drainage prob-

lems occurred, Mark’s men will repair the existing 

Delaware River rocks and add more as needed. 

     People driving and parking on the grass have also 

caused problems, as our roads are narrow.  Ruth 

Joyce suggested that neighbors be asked to allow 

parking in their driveways when hosting a ‘five 

o’clock’ cocktail soiree or bridge game and to mark 

the neighbors’ drive in some fashion.  Also, for those 

who hire outside help, appropriate parking should be 

indicated. 

Suzanne Van Vechten 

 

Free: 1 pair WeatherTech front rubber floor 

mats – fits Prius  

       Contact Van Vechtens 

 

 
Donate to the Employee  

Appreciation Fund 
 

     The twice yearly collection for the KCC Em-

ployee Appreciation Fund is now in progress.  

Please remember to put your generous checks into 

the wooden box located on the shelf below the 

bulletin board in the hallway leading toward  the 

Crosslands Library.  The box will be in place until 

the end of May and is clearly labeled. 

      Make the checks payable to the Kendal Cross-

lands Communities, with Employee Appreciation 

Fund in the memo line.  

Hedy Knoth 
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Arts Alive 

By Cathy Elder 
 

May in the Brandywine Valley offers many opportunities to have fun while doing good.  Many of the follow-

ing listings are annual fundraising events for local non-profits. 
 

May 2  Wilmington Garden Day  Self-guided tour of 22 gardens and 13 homes.  10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

    Tickets at wilmingtongardenday.org or at Jansen’s in Greenville. $30  ($35 day of  

  event).  [Benefits underserved children and the homeless] 
 

May 3   Winterthur Point-to-Point  Horse races, antique carriages, tailgating. Tickets at  

  winterthur.org or 800-448-3883. $50 before member discounts [Benefits museum] 
 

May 8-10 Wilmington Flower Market  Rockford Park Wilmington, DE 10 a.m.-7 p.m.  Plants, flowers, 

games, etc.  Free. [Benefits programs serving children in Delaware] 
 

May 9-10 Annual Wildflower and Native Plant Sale  Brandywine River Museum. 9:30-4:30  pm 

Free admission.  [Benefits Brandywine River Museum] 
    

May 10 Willowdale Steeplechase  101 East Street Rd, Kennett Square. 11a.m.-6 p.m.  Horse, pony  

  and dog races. Tickets at 610-444-1582 or at willowdalesteeplechase.org. $20 in advance or  

  $25 day of races.  [Benefits Stroud Water Research Center and New Bolton Veterinary Center] 
 

May 16 A Day in Old New Castle  Tours of historic private homes and gardens. 10-6 p.m.  

  Tickets at 302-322-5774 or historicnewcastle.org. $20 in advance ($25 day of event).  
  

May 16 Radnor Hunt Races  826 Providence Rd, Malvern. 1:30 p.m.  Tickets at Brandywine 

Conservancy or  radnorhuntraces.org   Buy passes by May 10, not available thereafter. 

[Benefits Conservancy] 
   

May 16-7 Chester County Studio Tour  Self-guided tour of 47 studios, with 100 artists. 

10 a.m.-5 p.m.  Maps and other information available at chestercountystudiotour.com 
 

May 25 Barns-Brinton and John Chad’s Houses opening weekend.  Chester County Historical Society.  

  1-5 p.m. 

      

Longwood Gardens Summer Schedule of Performances.  Tickets available via longwoodgardens.org  Prices 

listed below are for members/non-members. 
 

May 23  7:30 p.m.  The Philly Pops    $50-80/$55-85 

May 30  7:30 p.m.  Philadanco and Ballet X   $21-41/$26-46 

June 6   2 - 9 p.m.  Wine & Jazz Festival   $38/$45 

June 12 & 13 8:30 p.m.  Savoy Co.’s  Patience   $24/$29 

June 20 7:00 p.m.  Kennett Symphony    $35-40/$40-45 

June 23 7:30 p.m.  Mary Chapin Carpenter   $32-52/$37-57 

July 7  7:30 p.m.  Peter Yarrow and Noel Paul Stookey $22-52/$27-57 

July 23-25 & 8:00 p.m.  The Brandywiners’ Fiddler on the  $25/$30 

July 30-Aug 1         Roof  

Aug. 25 7:30 p.m.  Melissa Etheridge    $50-80/$55-85 

Aug. 30 7:30 p.m.  Buena Vista Social Club Farewell Tour $37-42/$42-72 
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Cartmel Coming Events 

 
Sat May 2     Cartmel Singles Breakfast 

Tue May 5    Party Bridge -  Host  -  Schreyer 

Wed  May 6    Cartmel Book Group 

Fri May 8    No Frills -  At Johnston & Betts 

Tue May 12  Party Bridge - Host -  Sarr 

Mon May 18  Spring Luncheon 

Tue  May 19  PA Primary 

Tue May 19  Party Bridge -  Host TBA 

Thur May  21  Hawk Mountain Visit 

Fri May 22  No Frills -  At Dorothy Dyck’s 

Tue May 26  Party Bridge -  Host TBA 

Wed May 27  Cartmel Duplicate -  Host TBA 

Tue Jun  2    Party Bridge - Host TBA 

Wed Jun  3    Cartmel Book Group 

Fri. Jun  5    Garage Door Painting Awards 

Sat Jun 6    Cartmel Singles Breakfast 

Tue  Jun 9    Party Bridge -  Host TBA 

Fri Jun 12   No Frills -  At the Wharrys 

 
Regularly Scheduled Activities 

 

No Frills Get-Togethers - Usually second and 

fourth Fridays at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

Daytime Party Bridge - Every Tuesday at 1:30 

p.m. in the William Penn Lounge.  Advance reser-

vations required.  Contact - Dottie Sarr. 

Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every fourth 

Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. except during June, July 

and August.  Advance reservations required.   

Contact -  Bev or Sid Brookes. 

The Cartmel Book Group meets every first 

Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. in the Lucretia Mott Cen-

ter at Crosslands.  No reservations required.   

Contact - Cathy Elder. 

Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first Sat-

urday at 8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just come. 
       

  

      

  
Meadow and 

Woods  
Milkweed and Mon-

arch Butterflies 
 

     The flash of vivid 

color of Monarch but-

terflies has become one of the signs of high summer 

and one of the few butterflies I recognize! Their story 

is interesting and very relevant to understanding the 

impact we are having on the natural environment. 

     The Monarchs arrive toward the end of May and 

in June from their over-wintering site in Mexico. 

Each Monarch butterfly starts as an egg that has been 

carefully laid on a milkweed leaf. The minute egg 

hatches and the larva feeds on the milkweed and 

within 9 to 11 days becomes a fully grown caterpil-

lar. Because the milkweed is mildly poisonous, the 

caterpillars become bitter and undesirable to birds 

and other predators as the Monarchs are not affected 

by the toxin. The caterpillars pupate and soon be-

come butterflies.  There are usually three generations 

each lasting 2-6 weeks.   The last generation miracu-

lously knows that the long 3,000 mile migration to 

Mexico must be carried out so that they can safely 

overwinter and complete the cycle. 

     Monarch butterflies are liquid feeders and can 

feed on the nectar of any 

flowers. The larvaecater-

pillars are the only stage 

of the Monarch’s life cy-

cle needing milkweed. 

There are 107 species of 

milkweed in the US and 

they are found from coast 

to coast.     

     During the last few 

years the population of 

Monarch butterflies has 

been declining as urbanization and urban sprawl, ag-

riculture and highways have made it more difficult 

for milkweeds to survive. Illegal logging has further 

reduced their winter home in Mexico. As a result sur-

veys have indicated that Monarch populations have 

been reduced. One of the problems, particularly in 

the Midwest, has been the greater efficiency of the 

weed control regimes in corn and soybeans so that 

milkweed has had little chance of surviving in those 

millions of cultivated acres. This makes it more im-

portant for us to provide the islands of milkweeds in 

our Meadow where Monarchs can safely deposit their 

eggs during the summer months. Our Cartmel conser-

vation project! 

Duncan Allison 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                  


