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In This Issue 

From the President 
 

     We live in an historic area surrounded by several world-class gardens, 

museums, and many mansions.  And that’s without counting Philadelphia.  

Whether you admire most of what the descendents of Pierre Samuel du Pont 

have done or not, their impressive legacy is everywhere around us from 

great gardens to museums to mansions to highways and even the remark-

able products of the DuPont Company. To help us “not miss” too many of 

these things and to educate myself, I hope to highlight quite a few of them 

in these “From the President” messages. 

     Kennett Pike’s central location in all this is the result of an 1810 survey 

to determine the shortest route on suitable ground (no marshes, gentlest 

grades, fewest stream crossings) between Orange Street, Wilmington and 

Twaddell’s Tavern in the Centerville area. The Wilmington and Kennett 

Turnpike Company then built a toll road between 1811 and 1813 at a cost of 

$30,000.  There were two toll gates north of Wilmington. 

     In 1919 Pierre S. du Pont II bought out the Turnpike Co. paying the 

shareholders double par value, assuming $10,000 of accumulated debt, pur-

chasing the right of way out to its planned 100 foot width, and paving its 

two lanes at his expense before transferring it in 1920 fully to the State of 

Delaware for a token consideration of $1. The transfer included some re-

strictions: “no trolley cars; no advertising signs without the consent of every 

property owner along the entire length.” 

     Long-time property owners in the area have gradually recognized that 

even stronger rules might be needed to avoid a “Concord Pike.” They have 

worked successfully to secure Kennett Pike’s designation as a Brandywine 

Valley Scenic Byway and then as a National Scenic Byway.  It is a very 

peaceful and scenic road to drive with one wide lane in each direction, very 

few signs, and broad shoulders including bike lanes. 
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The Good Old Days 
 

     One of our 

neighbors is 

living a dou-

ble l ife! 

While she is 

not an under-

cover agent, 

Nora Andre-

sen does have 

an alter ego – 

as a 19th cen-

tury home-

maker, com-

plete with 

authentic cos-

tume and to-

tal lack of 

modern con-

veniences. 

     As a long-

time volun-

teer at the 

n e a r b y 

Hagley Museum, Nora presides over a worker’s 

house, which is just as it would have been when its 

residents were employed at the black powder works, 

founded by E.I. du Pont in 1802. Along with wel-

coming visitors, Nora provides historical background 

and responds to questions, armed with information 

resulting from on-going research. It is very clear that 

Nora loves her subject matter, particularly as it re-

lates to the people who lived and worked there in 

community. When she speaks of the lives of the 

workers, many of whom were recent immigrants, 

and the dangers they faced, Nora’s respect for them 

is evident. 

     One of Nora’s favorite household “chores” is us-

ing the wood stove to bake seasonal treats to share 

with visitors. Although the cookies and coffee, made 

the really old-fashioned way, are wonderful, it seems 

that the favorite is the spring specialty, rhubarb crisp, 

made with Hagley-grown rhubarb (see below). One 

visitor was heard to remark that this was “the best 

rhubarb crisp I’ve ever tasted.” 

     So, the next time you pop something in the mi-

crowave or pre-set the time and temperature on the 

oven, think of Nora and all those she represents, who 

somehow managed very well without all of our con-

veniences and short-cuts. 

     For more information about Hagley Museum and 

Library, check www.hagley.org.  You might just 

want to spend some time at this 235 acre site along 

the Brandywine known as the place where the du 

Pont story began. 

 

Trudy Warren 
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Vintage Rhubarb 

Crisp 
 
 

Filling: 

5 cups fresh, or unsweetened frozen rhubarb, cut in 

small slices.  If frozen, thaw but do not drain. 

1 cup sugar and 3 tbs. flour   -   mix with rhubarb  

 

Topping:       

½ cup regular rolled oats 

½ cup brown sugar 

¼ cup all-purpose flour 

1 tsp. cinnamon or nutmeg 

¼ cup butter  

 

     Put rhubarb mixture in a buttered 9 inch square 

pan. Place topping ingredients in a bowl and cut to-

gether until they resemble coarse crumbs.  Sprinkle 

over filling.  

     Bake in 375 degree oven for 30-35 minutes until 

tender and golden.    Serve with ice cream or pour 

on light cream if desired.   (I like it just warm with a 

dribble of cream.  That’s historically correct for the 

Hagley workers.)     

 

     This recipe is adapted for modern cooking. 

 

Nora Andresen 
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Cartmel Courier 
 

The Courier is published monthly (except during July, Au-

gust and December) by the residents of Cartmel, Kennett 

Square, PA 19348 and reflects their opinions and views. 

 

Managing Editor - Hedy Knoth 

Reporters - Hedy Knoth, Mimi Kroon, Crawfor MacKeand, 

Peggy Newton, Joyce Parrett, Suzanne Van Vechten, Trudy 

Warren 

Columnists - Joan and Fritz Hinz, Ruth Joyce, June Lunney, 

Connie Schappell  

Layout/Design  - Ruth Joyce,  Hedy Knoth, Wynne Wharry 

Copyeditors - Lydia Kaim, Crawford and Anna Marie 

MacKeand, Peggy Newton, Betsy Turner, Suzanne Van-

Vechten, Nancy Wells 

Staff Photographers– Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Suzanne 

Van Vechten,  Dianne Vaughan 

Staff Photoeditors - Carol Dietz, Dianne Vaughan 

Staff Artists– Loretta Knight, Mimi Kroon, Charles Strahan, 

Janet Waddell 

Staff Poet - Sgt. Lewis 

Production/Distribution  -  Esther Cidis,  Marjie and Bob 

Dewey, Janet and Jim Waddell, Nancy Wells 

 

Deadline for all  copy:  Last day of the month prior to publi-

cation. 

From the Editor 
 

    Effective as of this issue I am retiring as editor of 

the Cartmel Courier.  I have served in this position 

for approximately four years and have thoroughly 

enjoyed this sometimes challenging, but always in-

teresting “job.”   

     Wynne Wharry has agreed to be my successor.  

You can be assured that under her leadership the 

Courier will be better than ever.   

     I am very sorry that Cartmel’s beloved Canine 

Poet Laureate, Sgt. Lewis, has announced his resig-

nation as the Courier’s poetry editor.  See page 5. 

We will miss his little red jacket, not to mention his 

doggerel. 

     I will continue on the Courier staff as a reporter 

and lay-out editor. I will also continue to post the 

Couriers on the Cartmel Web-site as soon as they are 

published.  (To view the Courier on the web go to 

croslandsres.org then publications then courier.) 

 

Hedy Knoth 

Social Committee 
 

     After four years (Joan) and three years (Loretta) 

of co-chairing the Social Committee, we happily 

turn it over to our very capable successors Connie 

Schappell and Dianne Vaughan.  It has been a 

privilege for us to chair this committee and we have 

truly enjoyed working with the many talented and 

enthusiastic committee members. We know that Di-

anne and Connie will do a wonderful job. 

     Our Cartmel Annual Spring Luncheon was a 

great success - good weather, great food provided by 

John Platt and the Crosslands Catering Service, and 

good friends getting together.  Thank you Dorothy 

Dyck and Loretta Knight for planning this event. 

   On the 4th of July   we will be celebrating Inde-

pendence Day under the tent at Old Stone starting at 

5:00 p.m.  Detailed invitations to this annual picnic 

will be issued by mid-June. 

     The No Frills Gatherings will continue through 

the summer.  See the Cartmel Coming Events on p. 

8 for dates and hosts.  A host is still needed for Fri. 

August 9. The event will have to be cancelled unless 

someone volunteers. Contact Beverly Brookes or 

Betsy Young to offer your home.   

 

Joan Hinz and Loretta Knight 

     Among the many wonderful places for grandchil-

dren to play on the Cartmel campus.is the circle on 

the Windermere Way cul de sac, aka the Gromadzki 

Speedway.  On many pleasant Sunday afternoons 

friends have fun watching the Gromadzki twins, 5-

year-old Will  and Grace, making the rounds under 

the watchful eyes of grandparents Lou and Cornelia 

Gromadzki and dad Bob. 
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Phil Mathias, Sports Hall of Fame  
Inductee 

 
     On April 14 of this year resident Phil Mathias 

was inducted into the Berks County Chapter of the 

Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame. This honor was 

based on his considerable accomplishments in base-

ball and football during his high school and college 

careers.. 

     Phil was a star player on Yale’s baseball team and 

a recipient of the 

MVP award.  He 

also excelled in 

football, playing 

fullback and half-

back for Yale. In 

addition to his in-

volvement in athlet-

ics Phil excelled 

academically, and at 

graduation he re-

ceived the prestig-

ious Neely-Mallory 

award as the top 

student athlete at 

Yale.     

     In March of 

2010 Phil sustained a major head injury due to a fall, 

which caused severe bleeding on his brain.  He had 

surgery at the University of Pennsylvania Hospital, 

followed by several weeks in the ICU.  Once dis-

charged from the hospital he underwent many 

months of intensive in-patient therapy, first at the 

Bryn Mawr Rehab Hospital and then in Westmor-

land at Kendal.  He came home in November 2010 

and continues a rigorous regimen of therapy to this 

day.  The results have been astounding.  His speech 

is almost normal and he is walking with a walker and 

sometimes only with a cane. 

     Phil’s wife Shirley, who has been by his side al-

most continually through this ordeal, is very proud of 

his accomplishments. She attributes the very strenu-

ous effort Phil has willingly put into his recovery to 

the discipline he developed during his athletic career. 

 

Hedy Knoth 
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 Cartmel Book Group 
 

     The Cartmel Book Group will not be meeting in 

June but will meet July 3rd at my home to discuss 

Let the Great World Spin by Colum McCann.  It is a 

story about New York City and a disparate group of 

New Yorkers, covering a wide span of time.  The 

tale commences in August 1974 when a tightrope 

walker is observed by astonished onlookers walking 

between the twin towers and unfolds from there.  

     At this time we do not have a leader for our dis-

cussion.  Anyone interested in leading, kindly call 

me.  

     Donna Murray, head librarian of the Bayard Tay-

lor Memorial Library, is trying to put a book bag 

together for our next selection.  She is making every 

effort to obtain Richard Ford’s novel, Canada. If it 

is available it will be distributed at our July meeting. 

Details for our August meeting will also be dis-

cussed at that time.  

 

Peggy Newton 

Phil -- Yale Varsity 
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Meadow and Woods 
 

     Duncan Allison has arranged a special field trip 

to North Creek Nurseries in Landenberg on Tues-

day, June 25.  North Creek is one of the premier na-

tive plant nurseries in our area, specializing in peren-

nials that are native to the eastern United States, 

with an emphasis on new species. These plants at-

tract birds and butterflies as well as repel deer. This 

is a propagation nursery which only sells commer-

cially – we will not be able to buy anything.  It will 

be a real treat to see native plantings in different set-

tings, some of their nursery operations (they produce 

7-8 million plant plugs per year), and the soil and 

water conservation measures they carry out.  

     Kevin Stasso, Sales Director, will lead our tour, 

which will begin at 9 AM.  This trip is open to all 

Cartmel residents, but as we will be car pooling, a 

reservation is essential.  Please either call or email 

me by June 14. 

 

Suzanne Van Vechten 

Landscape Committee 
 

     Work is underway to replace two of the timber 

retaining walls on Ingleton Circle.  When completed, 

split rail fences will be erected on top of them as a 

safety measure to meet current building code re-

quirements.  

     Monday has become our regular mowing day, 

weather permitting.  We have heard  many compli-

ments on the neatness and healthy appearance of our 

lawns this spring.  

     After our May 15th walk with Casey Groff at Old 

Stone to plan summer work, we walked to the Cart-

mel entrance to talk of  possible upgrades.  Two re-

sults -- large stones have been placed at the top of 

the bed on the left (coming in) to complete a place-

ment there.  Our bright yellow coreopsis trial plants 

from last year have been moved to the top of the 

slope on the right where they will be more visible 

and seem more appropriately placed.  (They were 

half way down the slope.)   Other plans are in the 

formative stage.   

Ruth Joyce 

Fond Adieu 
 

There comes a time  

In every poet’s life 

Whether two footed  

Or four, 

When he must hang 

Up his pen 

(in a manner of speaking). 

 

So, with pride 

In my Courier 

Accomplishments, 

And pleasure  

In your numerous 

Compliments 

(in a manner of speaking). 

 

I now bid you  

Farewell, 

Adieu, adieu, 

Good bye and  

Good luck. 

Woof! Woof! 

(In a manner of speaking). 
 

 Sgt. Lewis 

Caring Committee  
 

     We will be welcoming several new residents this 

summer.  Betty Miller will move into Betty Jean 

Bolton’s former home; Linda Oberly will move 

into Jim Hoffman’s former home; and Ferdinand 

and Elizabeth Thun will move into Julia Kennedy’s 

former home. Please extend a warm welcome to all 

of them. 

     Recently I distributed the Caring Committee’s list 

of emergency drivers.  Please keep it in your Resi-

dents’ Handbook, or some other easily accessible 

location.  One never knows when it will be needed. 

     If you are not able to reach me during the sum-

mer please contact Nancy Camp or Renée Over-

holser. 

Beverly Brookes 



 

June 2013                                                                             6 

CRA Spring Luncheon  
May 20, 2013 

     After a delicious luncheon arranged by Dorothy 

Dyck and Loretta Knight, a brief business meeting 

and appropriate speeches, our officers were asked to 

pose for photos. 

     Left: President Crawford MacKeand passes the 

gavel to incoming President Art Joyce. 

     Below:  Officers and Committee Chairs for the 

coming year. Treasurer Cathy Elder; Past President 

Crawford MacKeand; Caring Beverly Brookes; 

Property Sid Brookes; Social Connie Schappell; 

President Art Joyce; Landscape Trudy Warren; 

Meadow and Woods Duncan Allison; Courier Edi-

tor Wynne Wharry; Social Dianne Vaughan.  Ab-

sent President elect Mimi Kroon and Secretary 

George Franz. Photos by Sam Wharry 

Reminder to CRA Residents: 
The 3rd Annual Garage Door Mural Painting Festival 

June 3 to June 7 
Judge Don Allaband will award 

1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Runner-up Prizes 
At 4 pm on June 7 at #2 Ingleton 

Paint, Brushes, and Paper Available from Louise Loening 
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Bluebird Patrol 
 

     The breeding season is heat-

ing up. By Memorial Day the 

bluebird chicks at Cluff’s and 

Overholser’s (probably  nine in 

total) had fledged and left 

home. After a promising start in 

the new Neufeld Memorial 

Bluebird Boxes at Old Stone, 

disaster struck, destroying both 

eggs and an adult bluebird; but 

there was quickly new bluebird 

nest construction. Happily, 

there was a nest with four bluebird eggs at Skip 

Taylor’s and a complete bluebird nest in one of 

Feissner’s boxes. 

     As to other inhabitants, there were tree swallow 

babies in the second  box at Feissner’s and six tree 

swallow eggs in one of the boxes near Hedy’s (no 

bluebirds there!), plus a new swallow nest at Over-

holser’s where  bluebirds had been previously.  

     Chickadees produced a successful brood at 

Hinz’s, and large chickadee babies were nestled in 

the box behind Allison’s. Not that we are happy 

about it, but pestiferous house wrens have moved 

into the boxes behind Elder’s and Edwards’s, as 

well as the East box near Old Stone, filling them to 

the brim with their crude twig nests. 

 

Cathy Elder and Fritz Hinz   

JUNE 

01 June Lunney 

02Nancy Wells 

09Renée Overholser 

15 Nora Andresen 

18 Jean Bell 

26 Ben Van Vechten  

27 Sgt. Lewis  

 

JULY 

02 Jan Broude  

02 Sandy Neufeld 

10 Dottie Sarr  

12 George Warren  

16 Diane Feissner  

20 Trudy Warren  

22 Charlie Robinson  

23 Pete Silvia 

24 Hedy Knoth 

 
HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY! 

AUGUST 

22 Barry Neufeld 

24 Mac Edwards  

25 Cathy Elder  

25 Lou Gromadzki  

30 Lydia Kaim  

 

SEPTEMBER 

05 Elise Parker  

10 Suzanne Van Vechten 

Free Offer From the Crosslands Hand Massage 

Group:    The group has offered to send a team 

member to provide a nurturing and relaxing hand 

massage experience to any resident who would like 

one.  There is never a charge for this service.  Those 

interested please contact Jean Hauser, Massage 

Group member, to arrange a date and time. 

New Retaining Walls  
     Our two new retaining walls on Ingleton are near-

ing completion in what seems like a relatively short 

time. They will have split rail fences atop them as a 

safety measure.                           Photo by Ruth Joyce  
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Cartmel Coming Events 

 
Tues.  June 4     Party Bridge Host DeWolfe 

Fri.     June 7     Garage Door Festival Finals 

Tues.  June 11    Party Bridge Host Alcock 

Fri.     June 14    No Frills Host Dottie Dyck 

Tues.  June 18    Party Bridge Host Sarr 

Tues.  June 25    North Creek trip 

Tues.  June 25    Party Bridge Host Camp 

Wed.   July 3      Cartmel Book Group  Host Newton 

Thur.  July 4       Picnic Old Stone under tent 

Fri.     July 26     No Frills Hosts Kaims 

Wed.  Aug. 7      Cartmel Book Group, TBA 

Fri.     Aug 9       No Frills cancelled (see Social) 

Fri.     Aug. 23    No Frills Host Knoth 

Fri.     Sept 13     No Frills Hosts Strahans 

 

No Frills Get Togethers - Second and fourth Fri-

days at 5:00 p.m.except as noted. 

Daytime Party Bridge -  Every Tuesday at 1:30 

p.m. in the William Penn Lounge except during July 

and August.  Advance reservations required.  Con-

tact - Dottie Sarr.  

Cartmel Duplicate Bridge meets every third 

Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. except during June, July 

and August.  Advance reservations required.  Con-

tact -  Bev or Sid Brookes. 

The Cartmel Book Group meets every first 

Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. (except June, 2013).   No 

reservations required.  Contact -  Peggy Newton.  

Cartmel Singles Breakfast gathers every first Sat-

urday at 8:15 a.m., Crosslands Café.  Just come. 

 
About Meadows 

 

     Why a meadow and not a lawn? Once established 

a meadow requires little maintenance and cost. “A 

meadow is beautiful to look at: for the flowers, grass 

textures, fall color, motion, and to watch the wildlife. 

A meadow is so full of life. It is entertaining and fas-

cinating: a garden alive with pollinators, butterflies 

and birds.” 

     David Korbonits, Meadow Horticulturist at Mt 

Cuba Center gave a talk on March 27th at Kendal and 

showed some wonderful photos of Mt Cuba at differ-

ent seasons and the wide range of beautiful native 

plants that are grown there. 

     A meadow only needs to be mowed once a year. 

This greatly reduces labor costs and pollution from 

the gas powered mowers. Meadows do not need fer-

tilizers and pesticides which are usually applied to 

lawns to maintain growth and reduce or eliminate 

weed competition. 

     Lawns tend to get highly compacted due to the 

regular mowing and surface traffic and the short 

grass provides less resistance so surface runoff and 

pollution from lawns can be a large problem after 

rainfall. We have learned that climate change has 

been causing more severe rainfall events so surface 

runoff from impermeable and less permeable sur-

faces has become more serious. 

     A meadow or a thick planting of trees and shrubs 

aids the environment. By using native meadow spe-

cies, their seeds and nectar attract native species of 

insects and butterflies which in turn attract native 

birds (meadowlarks, sparrows, tree swallows, and 

blue birds) and other wildlife.  

     Some native plants he recommended for mead-

ows included broom sedge; various Asclepias spe-

cies – milkweeds and butterfly weed (Asclepias tube-

rosa); bee balm (particularly the mildew resistant 

cultivar Jacob Cline); various phlox varieties; indi-

gos such as Baptisia alba; and cardinal flower 

(Lobelia cardinalis) to attract humming birds. 

   

Duncan Allison 
 


